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WaKeeney City Council
WaKeeney City Council meets the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each
month, 6:15 p.m. at WaKeeney City Hall - Council Chambers

Meetings are also live streamed on the City of WaKeeney Facebook page

Know your
EElleecctteedd OOffffiicciiaallss

The following officials are locally-elected representatives for 
WaKeeney City Council, Collyer City Council, USD #208 School
Board, Trego County elected positions, and State & US officials

Irene Dirks
Mayor

Term to 2028

    

    
    

     

Courtney Berning
Council member

Term to 2030

David Anderson
Council member

Term to 2030

Brent Deines
Council member

Term to 2030

Shane Pfeifer
Council member

Term to 2028

Curtis Flax
Council member

Term to 2028

Ashley Conness
board member
Term to 2030

Seth Albers
Vice president

Term to 2030

Unfilled
unexpired 2-yr term

Term to 2028

Carey Fose
board member
Term to 2030

Becky Windholz
board member
Term to 2028

USD 208 Board of Education
USD 208 BOE meets the 2nd Monday of each month, 
5:30 p.m. at Trego Grade School Conference Room

Kurtis Brock
Chairman, Dist. 1

Term to 2027

Jerry White
Commissioner, Dist. 2 

Term to 2029

Jared Hager
Commissioner, Dist. 3

Term to 2029

Lori Augustine
Clerk

Term to 2029

Renee Neff
Treasurer

Term to 2029
Edward 

Pritchard
Sheriff

Term to 2029

Larry Walt
Mayor

Term to 2028

Collyer City
Collyer City Council meets the 1st Thursday 
of each month, 7:30 p.m. at the City Building

Jeff Knop
Council member

Term to 2030

Lane Keith
Council member

Term to 2030

Robert Hardman
Council member

Term to 2028

Jennifer Ricker
Council member

Term to 2028

Adam Schneider
Council member

Term to 2030

Jim Minnix
Dist. 118 Represent.

Email:        Jim.Minnix
@house.ks.gov

KS House of Rep.
Rick Billinger

Dist. 40
Email    rick.billinger

@senate.ks.gov

KS Senate

Jerry Moran
Senator

Hays: 785-628-6401

US Senate

Dr. Roger Marshall
Senator

Salina: 785-829-9000

Tracey Mann
US House, KS-1

Dodge City office: 
620-682-7340

US House of Rep.

Trego County Officials

Trego County Commission
Trego County Commission meets every Tuesday 

and the last day of each month, 5:00 p.m. 
at the Trego Co. Courthouse - Commission Room, WaKeeney

Clayton Wilson
President

Term to 2028 Eric
Kinderknecht
board member
Term to 2028

Adam Wilson
Appraiser
Apointed

Abraham 
Pfannenstiel

Attorney
Term to 2029

Brenda Brock
Register of Deeds

Term to 2029

Tiffany Gillespie
Clerk of Dist Court

Appointed

Richard Hanks
Dist. Magistrate Judge

Term to 2027

Voters in
Trego Co.

US House Kansas District 1
Senate District 40

House of Representatives 
District 118

CITY MINUTES

LEGAL NOTICES
(First published in the West-
ern Kansas World Thursday,

July 9, 2026)
BAUER PIKE LAW, LLC

1310 Kansas Avenue
Post Office Box 1349

Great Bend, Kansas 67530
(620) 793 7279

bp@bauerpikelaw.com
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

OF TREGO COUNTY,
KANSAS

JOE GERSTNER OIL, LLC)
Plaintiff)

vs.) 
Case No. TR-2026-CV-

000018)
ANN M. KNIPP as

TRUSTEE OF THE WALZ
IRREVOCABLE)

HOMESTEAD TRUST
DATED JANUARY)

12, 2021; LEROY H. WALZ
as TRUSTEE OF THE

LEROY H.) 
WALZ IRREVOCABLE

TRUST DATED)
MARCH 21, 2017; WAYNE
WALZ BLACKBURN, DE-

LORES WALZ)
BLACKBURN ELLIOTT;
DIANN WALZ BLACK-

BURN LANGLEY)
CLARENCE WIESNER;
DOROTHY SHUBERT;

LAWRENCE L.)

SHUBERT; HOMER E. EM-
MERTON; MARGARET

EMMERTON)
KELLY P. FOWLER; THE
WALZ FAMILY TRUST;

LAURA MCGEE; )
JEFF MCGEE; ANN M
KNIPP; MARK KNIPP)
and all the unknown heirs, ex-
ecutors, administrators, de-
visees, trustees,)
creditors and assigns of such of
the Defendants that may be de-
ceased; the) unknown spouse
of the Defendants; the un-
known executors,) administra-
tors, trustees, creditors,
successors and assigns of such)
of the Defendants as are part-
ners or in a partnership; the
guardians,) conservators, and
trustees of such of the Defen-
dants as are minors) or in any-
wise under legal disability; and
trustees, members,) creditors,
shareholders and assigns of
such of the Defendants) as are
existing, dissolved, or dormant
corporations or associations)
Defendants.)

NOTICE OF SUIT
THE STATE OF KANSAS
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED
DEFENDANTS AND ALL
OTHER PERSONS WHO
ARE OR MAY BE CON-

CERNED:
You are hereby notified that a
Petition has been filed in the
District Court of Trego County,
Kansas, praying to quiet title to
all oil, gas and other minerals
in and under that may be pro-
duced located in Graham
County, Kansas, in so far as it
encompasses the following:
East Half of the Northwest
Quarter (E/2 NW/4) of Section
Twelve (12), Township Eleven
(11) South, Range Twenty-one
(21) West, Trego County,
Kansas and you are hereby re-
quired to plead to said Petition
on or before the 20th day of
August, 2026 in said Court at
WaKeeney, Trego County,
Kansas. Should you fail
therein, judgment and decree
will be entered in due course
upon said Petition.

Joe Gerstner Oil, LLC
Plaintiff

BAUER PIKE LAW, LLC
1310 Kansas Avenue
Post Office Box 1349
Great Bend, Kansas 67530
(620) 793 7279
bp@bauerpikelaw.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff

July 23

  

            

Prior Year Actual 2025 Current Year Estimate 2026 Proposed Budget 2027

Fund
General 1,908   1,400 0.040 2,000 1,326 0.076
Debt Service             
Library             
Road              
Special Road              
Noxious Weed              
Fire Protection              
               
               
               
               
               
        
        
        
        
    
Special Machinery   
Totals 1,908 0.000 1,400 0.040 2,000 1,326 0.076

0.040
0.040

Less: Transfers 0 0 0
Net Expenditure 1,908 1,400 2,000
Total Tax Levied 0 701 xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Total Assessed Valuation 18,405,748 17,589,749 17,546,873
Township Assessed Valuation Only 16,764,746

Outstanding Indebtedness,
  Jan 1 2024 2025 2026
G.O. Bonds 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0
Lease Purchase Principal 0 0 0
     Total 0 0 0
  *Tax rates are expressed in mills.
**Revenue Neutral Rate as defined by KSA 79-2988

NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING TO EXCEED REVENUE NEUTRAL RATE AND BUDGET HEARING

The governing body of
Collyer Township

Trego County
ll meet on August 24, 2026 at 9:00 AM at Trego County Commissioners' Room, 216 N Main St, WaKeeney, KS 67672 for the purpose of hearing an

Amount of 
2026 Ad 

Valorem Tax

Proposed 
Estimated 
Tax Rate*

answering objections of taxpayers relating to the proposed use of all funds and the amount of ad valorem tax.
Detailed budget information is available at Trego County Clerk's Office, 216 N Main St, WaKeeney, KS 67672 and will be available at this hearing.

BUDGET SUMMARY
Proposed Budget 2027 Expenditures and Amount of 2026 Ad Valorem Tax establish the maximum limits
of the 2027 budget.  Estimated Tax Rate is subject to change depending on the final assessed valuation.

Expenditures Actual Tax 
Rate* Expenditures Actual Tax 

Rate*
Budget Authority 
for Expenditures

Township Officer

Funds Supported by Township Only - Revenue Neutral Rate**

John Mailinowsky

Funds Supported by Township and 3rd Class City - Revenue Neutral Rate**

(First published in the Western Kansas World Thursday, July 16, 2026)

  

            

Prior Year Actual 2025 Current Year Estimate 2026 Proposed Budget 2027

Fund
General 550   1,000   1,000  
Debt Service             
Library             
Road              
Special Road              
Noxious Weed              
Fire Protection              
               
               
               
               
               
        
        
        
        
    
Special Machinery   
Totals 550 0.000 1,000 0.000 1,000 0 0.000

0.000
0.000

Less: Transfers 0 0 0
Net Expenditure 550 1,000 1,000
Total Tax Levied 0 0 xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Total Assessed Valuation 34,000,078 35,386,888 36,667,567
Township Assessed Valuation Only 18,590,198

Outstanding Indebtedness,
  Jan 1 2024 2025 2026
G.O. Bonds 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0
Lease Purchase Principal 0 0 0
     Total 0 0 0
  *Tax rates are expressed in mills.
**Revenue Neutral Rate as defined by KSA 79-2988

Delbert Bollig

Funds Supported by Township and 3rd Class City - Revenue Neutral Rate**

Trego County
WaKeeney Township

answering objections of taxpayers relating to the proposed use of all funds and the amount of ad valorem tax.

BUDGET SUMMARY
Proposed Budget 2027 Expenditures and Amount of 2026 Ad Valorem Tax establish the maximum limits
of the 2027 budget.  Estimated Tax Rate is subject to change depending on the final assessed valuation.

WaKeeney Township Treasurer

Detailed budget information is available at Delbert Bollig Residence: 17083 220 Ave, WaKeeney, KS and will be available at this hearing.

Expenditures Actual Tax 
Rate* Expenditures Actual Tax 

Rate*
Budget Authority 
for Expenditures

Proposed 
Estimated 
Tax Rate*

Amount of 
2026 Ad 

Valorem Tax

Funds Supported by Township Only - Revenue Neutral Rate**

NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING

The governing body of

will meet on August 20, 2026 at 8:00 am at Delbert Bollig Residence: 17083 220 Ave, WaKeeney, KS for the purpose of hearing and

(First published in the Western Kansas World Thursday, July 16, 2026)

  

            

BUDGET SUMMARY
Proposed Budget 2027 Expenditures and Amount of 2026 Ad Valorem Tax establish the maximum limits
of the 2027 budget.  Estimated Tax Rate is subject to change depending on the final assessed valuation.

Prior Year Actual 2025 Current Year Estimate 2026 Proposed Budget 2027
Actual Actual

Tax Tax Budget Authority
Fund Expenditures Rate* Expenditures Rate* for Expenditures

General 3,077   10,700 0.028 4,500 3,920 0.162
Debt Service             
Library             
Road              
Cemetery 2,919 0.104 4,800 0.069 4,800 2,733 0.113
               
               
               
               
               
        
        
    
Special Machinery   
Totals 5,996 0.104 15,500 0.097 9,300 6,653 0.275

0.099
Less: Transfers 0 0 0
Net Expenditure 5,996 15,500 9,300
Total Tax Levied 2,463 2,393 xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Assessed Valuation:
  Township 23,760,302 24,723,210 24,196,766
Outstanding Indebtedness,
  Jan 1 2024 2025 2026
G.O. Bonds 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0
Lease Purchase Principal 0 0 0
     Total 0 0 0
  *Tax rates are expressed in mills.
**Revenue Neutral Rate as defined by KSA 79-2988

Detailed budget information is available at Trego County Clerk's Office, 216 N Main St, WaKeeney, KS 67672 and will be available at this hearing.
answering objections of taxpayers relating to the proposed use of all funds, the amount of ad valorem tax and the revenue neutral rate. 

Amount of 
2026 Ad 

Valorem Tax

Proposed 
Estimated 
Tax Rate*

NOTICE OF HEARING TO EXCEED REVENUE NEUTRAL RATE AND BUDGET HEARING

The governing body of
Ogallah Township

Trego County
will meet on August 24, 2026 at 2:00 pm at Trego County Commissioners' Room, 216 N Main St, WaKeeney, KS 67672 for the purpose of hearing an

Lois Aschenbrenner
Township Officer

Revenue Neutral Rate**

(First published in the Western Kansas World Thursday, July 16, 2026)

(First published in the Western Kansas World Thursday, July 16, 2026)

RECORD OF THE
PROCEEDINGS OF
THE GOVERNING
BODY 16 JUNE 2026
The Governing Body of

the City of WaKeeney,
Kansas met in a regular ses-
sion at City Hall 408 Rus-
sell Avenue at 6:15 PM
with the mayor presiding
and the following members
present:

Mayor F. Irene Dirks
and Council Members
Dave Anderson, Courtney
Berning (via phone), Brent
Deines, Curtis Flax, and
Shane Pfeifer

BEING ABSENT:
None

The minutes of the pre-
vious meeting were ap-
proved as written, printed,
and distributed.

GUESTS: Don Tilton,
Dusty Billinger, James
Wright, Abraham Pfannen-
stiel, Kyle Martin, Colton

Peterson, and John Shubert
Don Tilton, Maper &

Miller, CPAs was present
before the city council to
present the 2025 audit re-
port. Don indicated a clean
audit was presented and re-
viewed the individual fund
balances that agreed with
all bank and investment
statements. Don was
thanked by the council and
took his leave.

James Wright, Member
Services Manager with
Midwest Energy was pres-
ent before the governing
body to present the final gas
and electric franchise re-
newal agreements between
the city and Midwest. A
motion was made by Curtis
Flax and seconded by Brent
Deines to approve ordi-
nance #1471 the electrical
franchise agreement.  Mo-
tion carried. A motion was
made by Curtis Flax and

seconded by Brent Deines
to approve ordinance #1472
the natural gas franchise
agreement. Motion carried.
James was thanked by the
governing body for attend-
ing the past several meet-
ings and took his leave.

CITY ADMINISTRA-
TOR: Hardy Howard pre-
sented resolutions
#06162026A and
#06162026B requesting the
Trego County commission-
ers review and approve re-
cent annexations for the
city. A motion was made by
Curtis Flax to approve res-
olution #06162026A.
Shane Pfeifer seconded.
Motion carried. A motion
was made by Curtis Flax
and seconded by Dave An-
derson to approve resolu-
tion #06162026B. Motion
carried. 

City Administrator 
•Continued on page 12


