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WaKeeney City Council
WaKeeney City Council meets the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each
month, 6:15 p.m. at WaKeeney City Hall - Council Chambers

Meetings are also live streamed on the City of WaKeeney Facebook page

Know your
EElleecctteedd OOffffiicciiaallss

The following officials are locally-elected representatives for 
WaKeeney City Council, Collyer City Council, USD #208 School
Board, Trego County elected positions, and State & US officials

Irene Dirks
Mayor

Term to 2028

Your Hometown Newspaper since 1878

Let your voice be heard!
Contact your elected officials today!

Space sponsored by the Western KS World

Courtney Berning
Council member

Term to 2030

David Anderson
Council member

Term to 2030

Brent Deines
Council member

Term to 2030

Shane Pfeifer
Council member

Term to 2028

Curtis Flax
Council member

Term to 2028

Ashley Conness
board member
Term to 2030

Seth Albers
Vice president

Term to 2030

Unfilled
unexpired 2-yr term

Term to 2028

Carey Fose
board member
Term to 2030

Becky Windholz
board member
Term to 2028

USD 208 Board of Education
USD 208 BOE meets the 2nd Monday of each month, 
5:30 p.m. at Trego Grade School Conference Room

Kurtis Brock
Chairman, Dist. 1

Term to 2027

Jerry White
Commissioner, Dist. 2 

Term to 2029

Jared Hager
Commissioner, Dist. 3

Term to 2029

Lori Augustine
Clerk

Term to 2029

Renee Neff
Treasurer

Term to 2029
Edward 

Pritchard
Sheriff

Term to 2029

Larry Walt
Mayor

Term to 2028

Collyer City
Collyer City Council meets the 1st Thursday 
of each month, 7:30 p.m. at the City Building

Jeff Knop
Council member

Term to 2030

Lane Keith
Council member

Term to 2030

Robert Hardman
Council member

Term to 2028

Jennifer Ricker
Council member

Term to 2028

Adam Schneider
Council member

Term to 2030

Jim Minnix
Dist. 118 Represent.

Email:        Jim.Minnix
@house.ks.gov

KS House of Rep.
Rick Billinger

Dist. 40
Email    rick.billinger

@senate.ks.gov

KS Senate

Jerry Moran
Senator

Hays: 785-628-6401

US Senate

Dr. Roger Marshall
Senator

Salina: 785-829-9000

Tracey Mann
US House, KS-1

Dodge City office: 
620-682-7340

US House of Rep.

Trego County Officials

Trego County Commission
Trego County Commission meets every Tuesday 

and the last day of each month, 5:00 p.m. 
at the Trego Co. Courthouse - Commission Room, WaKeeney

Clayton Wilson
President

Term to 2028 Eric
Kinderknecht
board member
Term to 2028

Adam Wilson
Appraiser
Apointed

Abraham 
Pfannenstiel

Attorney
Term to 2029

Brenda Brock
Register of Deeds

Term to 2029

Tiffany Gillespie
Clerk of Dist Court

Appointed

Richard Hanks
Dist. Magistrate Judge

Term to 2027

Voters in
Trego Co.

US House Kansas District 1
Senate District 40

House of Representatives 
District 118

COUNTY COMMISSION MINUTES

(First published in the West-
ern Kansas World Thursday,

Sept. 10, 2026)
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

OF TREGO COUNTY,
KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
SYLVIA KINDERKNECHT,

deceased. Case No. 
TR-2026-PR-000017

NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO
ALL PERSONS 
CONCERNED:
You are notified that a Petition
has been filed in this Court by
Eric Kinderknecht, son and
one of the heirs of Sylvia
Kinderknecht, deceased, re-
questing descent be deter-
mined of the following
described real estate situated in
Trego County, Kansas:
An undivided one-fourteenth
(1/14) interest in and to:
South Twenty-six feet (S.26’)
of Lot two (2) and all of Lot
Three (3), except the South
One Foot (S.1’) of said Lot
Three (3), Block One (1),
Ruskin Heights Addition to the
City of WaKeeney, Trego
County, Kansas,

all personal property and other
Kansas realestate owned by
decedent at the time of death.
And that such property and all
personal property and other
Kansas real estate owned by
the decedent at the time of
death be assigned pursuant to
the laws of intestate succes-
sion.
You are required to file your
written defenses to the Petition
on or before Sept. 28, 2026, at
10:00 o’clock a.m. in the City
of WaKeeney in Trego County,
Kansas, at which time and
place the cause shall be heard.
Should you fail to file your
written defenses, judgment and
decree will be entered in due
course upon the petition. 

Eric Kinderknecht
Petitioner

Abraham T. Pfannenstiel 
Attorney for Petitioner
Kansas Bar Number: 28898
110 North Main Street, PO
Box 307
WaKeeney, Kansas 67672
(785) 743-5327
atp@pfannenstiellaw.com

Sept. 24
~~~~~

(First published in the West-
ern Kansas World Thursday,

Sept. 10, 2026)
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

OF TREGO COUNTY,
KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
LINDA WEIGEL, deceased.

Case No. 
TR-2026-PR-000018

NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO
ALL PERSONS 
CONCERNED:
You are notified that a Petition
has been filed in this Court by
Bruce L. Weigel, son and one
fo the heirs of Linda Weigel,
deceased, requesting descent
be determined of the following
described real estate situated in
Trego County, Kansas:
An undivided one-fourteenth
(1/14) interest in and to:
South twenty-six feet (S.26’)
of Lot Two (2) and all of Lot
Three (3), except the South
One Foot (S.1’) of said Lot
Three (3), Block One (1),
Ruskin Heights Addition to the
City of WaKeeney, Trego
County, Kansas,
and all personal property and

other Kansas real estate owned
by decedent at the time of
death. And that such property
and all personal property and
other Kansas real estate owned
by the decedent at the time of
death by assigned pursuant to
the laws of intestate succes-
sion.
You are required to file your
written defenses to the Petition

on or before Sept. 28, 2026, at
10:00 o’clock a.m. in the City
of WaKeeney in Trego County,
Kansas, at which time and
place the cause shall be heard.
Should you fail to file your
written defenses, judgment and
decree will be entered in due
course upon the Petition.

Bruce L. Weigel
Petitioner

Abraham T. Pfannenstiel 
Attorney for Petitioner
Kansas Bar Number: 28898
110 North Main Street, PO
Box 307
WaKeeney, Kansas 67672
(785) 743-5327
atp@pfannenstiellaw.com 

Sept. 24

(Published in the Western
Kansas World Thursday,
September 24, 2026.

NOTICE OF SPECIAL
QUESTION ELECTION
CITY OF WAKEENEY,

KANSAS
The Governing Body of the
City of WaKeeney, Kansas,
has heretofore, pursuant to res-
olution duly adopted, declared
it advisable to impose a sales
tax, the revenue from which
will be applied to pay the costs
of parks and recreation, public
safety and other improvement
projects and activities in or to
benefit the City and its resi-
dents, including but not limited
to hike/bike trail improve-
ments, swimming pool and
park improvements and main-
tenance, financial support for
the public golf course and dirt
racetrack, funding for police
and fire vehicles and capital
improvements, and improve-
ments to school district facili-
ties for outdoor activities.
Notice is hereby given to the
qualified electors of the City
that a special question election
has been called and will be

held on November 3, 2026, for
the purpose of submitting to
the qualified electors of the
City the following proposition:
Shall the following be
adopted?
Shall the City of WaKeeney,
Kansas, be authorized to levy
a one-half percent (0.5%) city-
wide retailers' sales tax, the
revenue from which will be
applied to pay the costs of
parks and recreation, public
safety and other improvement
projects and activities in or to
benefit the City and its resi-
dents, including but not limited
to hike/bike trail improve-
ments, swimming pool and
park improvements and main-
tenance, financial support for
the public golf course and dirt
racetrack, funding for police
and fire vehicles and capital
improvements, and improve-
ments to school district facili-
ties for outdoor activities, with
collection of such sales tax to
commence on April 1, 2027;
all pursuant to the provisions
of K.S.A. 12-187 et seq., as
amended?
To vote in favor of the question

submitted on this ballot,
darken the oval to the left of
the word “Yes.” To vote
against it, darken the oval to
the left of the word “No.”

YES
NO

**********************
The polls will open at 7:00 o'-
clock a.m. and will close at
7:00 o'clock p.m. on Novem-
ber 3, 2026, the election day.
The voting places in the City,
and the area each voting place
will serve, will be as follows:
Voters Residing In City of Wa-
Keeney Will Vote At V.F.W.
Hall, 400 N Railroad Ave, Wa-
Keeney, KS
The election will be conducted
by the officers and/or persons
provided by law for holding
elections, and the method of
voting will be by ballot. Reg-
istered voters are eligible to
vote by advance voting ballot
upon application to the Trego
County Clerk at the address set
forth below pursuant to K.S.A.
25-1117.

Oct. 1
~~~~~

LEGAL NOTICES

September 8, 2026
Chairman Jerry White

called the meeting to order
on this date at 5:00 p.m.
Present were Commission-
ers Kurtis Brock and Jared
Hager, County Attorney
Abraham Pfannenstiel, and
County Clerk Lori Augus-
tine.

Health Department Ad-
ministrator Tia Mattheyer,
Maddy Ghumm, and Rod-
ney Meyers came into the
meeting.

The Commissioners said
the pledge of allegiance.

Commissioner White
moved and Commissioner
Brock seconded to approve
the agenda. Motion carried.

The Commissioners
viewed the Register of
Deed’s fee report for Au-
gust.

The Commissioners
viewed and Chairman
White signed the County
Clerk’s fee report for Au-
gust.

The Commissioners re-
ceived a thank you from
Project Prom for last year’s
donation.

Commissioner White
moved and Commissioner
Brock seconded to approve
the minutes of August 31,
2026. Motion carried.

At 5:15 pm, the Com-
missioners held the 2027
Rural Fire RNR and Budget
Hearing. Present for the
hearing were Tia
Mattheyer, Rodney Meyers,
Maddy Ghumm and Don
Tilton.

Commissioner Hager
moved and Commissioner
Brock seconded to approve
Resolution 26-9 to exceed
the RNR for the 2027 rural
fire budget. Motion carried.
Commissioner White
moved and Commissioner
Brock seconded to approve
the 2027 rural fire budget as
published. Motion carried.

At 5:30 pm, the Com-
missioners held the 2027
County RNR and Budget
Hearing. Present for the
hearing were Tia
Mattheyer, Rodney Meyers,
John Newman, Mark Nimz,
Maddy Ghumm, and Don
Tilton.

Commissioner Hager
moved and Commissioner
Brock seconded to approve
Resolution 26-10 to exceed
the RNR for the 2027
county budget. Motion car-
ried. Commissioner White
moved and Commissioner
Brock seconded to approve
the 2027 county budget as
published. Motion carried.

John Newman and Mark
Nimz left the meeting.

Don Tilton with Mapes
and Miller presented the
2025 county audit to the
Commissioners.

Health Department Ad-
ministrator Tia Mattheyer
met with the Commission-
ers. Tia informed the Com-
missioners that the health
department is partnering
with the hospital to have a
health fair on September 28
and will need to be open at
6:00 am. Tia informed that
the health department will
be a part of “A Walk in Sep-
tember” on September 24,
2026.

Commissioner White re-
ported to the Commission-
ers that he had a report from
a citizen in Ogallah of an
incinerator fire which is
legal in Ogallah.

Tyler Stapp, hospital ad-
ministrator, met with the
Commissioners via tele-
phone and Maddy Ghumm
met with the Commission-
ers. Tyler presented infor-
mation to the
Commissioners on the cost-
based model of the hospital
taking over the ambulance
service. Tyler requested that
the county cover the cost of
this model. The Commis-
sioners asked Tyler to meet
with them next week.

Commissioner White
moved and Commissioner
Hager seconded to go into
executive session at 6:27
pm for ten minutes to dis-
cuss non-elected personnel.
Motion carried. Present for
the executive session were
Commissioners White,
Brock and Hager and
County Attorney Abraham
Pfannenstiel. The executive
session ended within the al-
lotted time.

County Clerk Lori Au-
gustine returned to the
meeting.

The Commissioners
called a special meeting on
Thursday, September 10,
2026 at 5:00 pm.to meet
with the hospital board to
discuss non-elected person-
nel.

Commissioner Brock
moved and Commissioner
Hager seconded to adjourn
the meeting. Motion car-
ried.

ATTEST:
Lori Augustine, County

Clerk
Jerry White, Chairman
Kurtis Brock, Member
Jared Hager, Member

September 10, 2026

Chairman Jerry White
called the special meeting
to order on this date at 5:00
p.m. Present were Commis-
sioners Kurtis Brock and
Jared Hager, County Attor-
ney Abraham Pfannenstiel,
and County Clerk Lori Au-
gustine.

The purpose of this spe-
cial meeting was to meet
with the hospital board to
discuss non-elected person-
nel.

Maddy Ghumm, Bernita
Augustine, Jim Moeder, Pat
Moeder, Tia Mattheyer,
Scott Pfannenstiel, Jordan
Gabel, and Michelle
Tomanek came into the
meeting.

The Commissioners said
the pledge of allegiance.

Hospital Board Member
Mary Jo Hafliger met with
the Commissioners.

Commissioner White
moved and Commissioner
Brock seconded to go into
executive session at 5:01
pm for five minutes to dis-
cuss non-elected personnel.
Motion carried. Present for
the executive session were
Commissioners White,
Brock and Hager, County
Attorney Abraham Pfan-
nenstiel and hospital board
member Mary Jo Hafliger.
The executive session
ended within the allotted
time.

Commissioner Hager
moved and Commissioner
White seconded to go into
executive session at 5:07
pm for fifteen minutes to
discuss non-elected person-
nel. Motion carried. Present
for the executive session
were Commissioners
White, Brock and Hager,
County Attorney Abraham
Pfannenstiel and hospital
board member Mary Jo
Hafliger. The executive ses-
sion ended within the allot-
ted time.

Commissioner Hager
moved and Commissioner
White seconded to go into
executive session at 5:22
pm for ten minutes to dis-
cuss non-elected personnel.
Motion carried. Present for
the executive session were
Commissioners White,
Brock and Hager, County
Attorney Abraham Pfan-
nenstiel and hospital board
members Mary Jo Hafliger
and Christine Hober. The
executive session ended
within the allotted time.

Lori Augustine,
Michelle Rauch, Maddy
Ghumm, Tia Mattheyer, Pat
Moeder, Scott Pfannenstiel,
Jim Moeder, and Bernita
Augustine returned to the
meeting.

Commissioner Hager
moved and Commissioner
Brock seconded to adjourn
the meeting. Motion car-
ried.

ATTEST:
Lori Augustine, County

Clerk
Jerry White, Chairman
Kurtis Brock, Member
Jared Hager, Member
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