
The Kelly Plaza Project
is moving forward, with
plans to transform the his-
toric Kelly Theater facade
into a welcoming down-
town gathering space fea-
turing public restrooms and
a pocket park.

The project will preserve
the historic facade while
creating a beautiful, acces-
sible space for residents and
visitors to enjoy. Once com-
pleted, Kelly Plaza will pro-
vide much-needed public
restrooms for downtown

events and festivals, along
with a place to relax, gather,
and enjoy everything our
downtown has to offer. 

But we still need your
help! Fundraising efforts
are ongoing, and Oct. 7 is
an important opportunity to
make a difference. Heart-
land Community Founda-
tion’s Give Fest Match Day
will be held at the Trego
Co. Fairgrounds. Donations
made during the Give Fest
week could potentially help
us double our funds through
matching opportunities!
Every contribution brings
us one step closer to mak-
ing Kelly Plaza a reality. 

Your support will help
preserve a piece of Wa-
Keeney’s history while cre-
ating a lasting community
space for generations to
come. Mark your calendar
for Oct. 7 and help up bring
Kelly Plaza and public rest-
rooms to life!

Temperatures
& precipitation
Date High Low Prec
9-22 56 -      -
9-23 57 -      -
9-24 58 -      0.48”
9-25 59       -      0.47”
9-26 60 -      0.07”
9-27 58 -       -
9-28 58 -       -

785.743.2155
www.mainstreetmedia.us

theworld@mainstreetmedia.us

THE WAKEENEY
COMMUNITY
CONNECTION

Cards every Friday, 6:30 
P.M., Senior Center; Bus. 
mtg. 2nd Mon., 12:30 pm

~~~~~
 Line Dancing, Scout House, 
M-W-F, 9:30-10:30 A.M.

~~~~~
REGULAR MEETINGS
Trego Co. Commission
each Tuesday at 5 P.M.

~~~~~
WaKeeney City Council
1st & 3rd Tuesdays@6:15 PM

~~~~~  
USD #208 School Board
meeting, 2nd Mon. 5:30PM

~~~~~
Trego Co. Chamber
2nd Monday of month, 

6 PM, Queen of Stars, 128
N. Main St., WaKeeney

~~~~~
American Legion & Aux.
WaKeeney Moore Post

#197, 2nd Mon, 6:30 p.m.
(Sept-May) 517 Russell Ave 

~~~~~
WaKeeney Eagles
Regular Lodge-

2nd & 4th Tues., 8 pm, 
Joint meetings, 7:30 pm 
prior to Regular meetings

Next Bingo: Oct. 26
Specials

Hamburger Night,
Oct. 5, 6-8 pm
Chicken Dinner

Oct. 11 @ 11 am-1 pm
Texas Hold’Em

Oct. 11 @ 4pm (sign up 3:30)
Hamburger Night,
Oct. 15, 6-8 pm
Steak Night, 

Oct. 24, 6-8 pm
Oct. 22 last night to order

Did House sparrows In-
vent Dry Shampoo?-by
columnist Karen
Madorin Page 3

Classifieds!
Homes for sale, jobs
and more!         Pages 7

$1.00
Published on Thursdays

Thursday, 
October 1, 2026

This week:
Opinion ............. pg 2-3
Horoscopes...........pg 4
Religion, Obits.......pg 5
Classifieds.............pg 7
Lodges & Clubs.....pg 8
LTC .....................pg 7B
School .........pgs 1B-4B
Legals .................pg 5B

See more inside!

News
&More

Senior Citizens Center
413 Russell Avenue, WaKeeney

785-743-5449

60 yrs. & up . . . . . .$4.00/meal
Under 60 . . . . . . . . . . $6.75/meal
GOOD FOOD & GOOD COMPANY

ALL IN ONE PLACE!
SIMPLY CALL BY 10:30 AM ONE DAY
IN ADVANCE WITH YOUR R.S.V.P.

Wednesday, Sept. 30:Goulash, scandinavian vegeta-
bles, bread and blushing pears.
Thursday, Oct. 1: Shepard’s pie, scandinavian veg-
etables, dinner roll and mixed fruit.
Friday, Oct. 2: Turkey tetrazzini, brussel sprouts, bis-
cuit and hot cinnamon pears.
Monday, Oct. 5: Polish sausage, parslied potatoes,
peas and carrots, bread and peaches.
Tuesday, Oct. 6: Ham and beans, stmd cabbage, car-
rots and onions, cornbread and cinnamon apples.
Wednesday, Oct. 7: Chicken salad sandwich, broc-
coli, bun, pears and cookie.
Thursday, Oct. 8: Liver and onions in gravy, mashed
potatoes, green bean casserole, bread and tropical fruit.

Community transport
City Bus & Co. Van info!
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Collyer News
A weekly reprinting of
Collyer news from the
Collyer Advance news-
papers! Includes vintage
ads!                   Page 3

Your Community. Your News. Your World
Honoring Our Past While Preparing For Our Future

Volume 148, No. 30
16 pages, 2 sections

School news!
Page 1B-5B

MORE ADDED!
BUY ONE, GET ONE!

THE LATE 
BOB & MARLENE FUNK
ESTATE SALE
Sunday, October 4th

12 - 4 p.m.
716 N 7th St, WaKeeney
More furniture added including full
size beds, sofa sleeper, china sets,
carnival glass and extensive GONE
WITH THE WIND collection, antique
dollhouse/toys, and BARBIES. Hol-
iday decor (Easter, Halloween,
Thanksgiving, & Christmas), house-
hold decor, kitchen items, and
MORE!
Questions, contact Stacie 785-769-3297

The Law Enforcement
Officers in Trego County
have always stood above
the rest, but the Western
Kansas World would like
to take this time to let them
SHINE...in print!

David Ramirez is an
officer with the WaKeeney
Police Deparment.

He has 2 years experi-
ence in Law Enforcement,
and has been with
WaKeeney PD since 2025. 

David Ramirez’s home-
town is Long Beach, Calif.

“I serve because I like
to be there for those in their
time of need,” he said.

Thank you, Officer
David Ramirez, for your
service!

SHINE

MAKING THE THIN BLUE LINE

Officer
David Ramirez

A Royal surprise!

(Above) Homecoming King Nathan Weigel (center) makes a surprise visit to
the Homecoming dance and smiles big for a photo with his senior classmates.
The dance was held on September 26th, 2026.                     Maddy Becker/

TCHS Journalism 

(at left) Homecoming
Queen Raegan Kastle
(left) stands arm in arm
with Andrew Weigel,
who stood in replace-
ment of homecoming
King Nathan Weigel,
who could not attend the
crowning due to his re-
covery from his surgery.
Kastle and Weigel pose
together on Custer Field
for the crowning before
the home football game
against Ell-Saline on Fri-
day, September 25th,
2026.        Bailey Ward/

TCHS Journalism

Kelly project looks to Oct. 7

Voters Choice!

The TCLMH Long-Term Care Car Show, held Sat-
urday, Sept. 26, drew car enthusiasts, LTC resi-
dents, families and friends to the parking lot to see
the numerous hot rods and antique vehicles tak-
ing part in the show. LTC residents voted for their
favorite ones!                       TCLMH LTC

Give Fest 
returns Oct. 7
HCF announces $110,00 match pool
to benefit 73 area organizations

Heartland Community
Foundation is gearing up
for another Give Fest,
bringing communities
across Ellis, Rooks and
Trego counties together for
a day of giving, connection
and Oktoberfest-inspired
fun Wednesday, Oct. 7.

This year, Heartland has
committed a $110,000
match pool, giving donors
an opportunity to make
their gifts go even further
while supporting organiza-
tions making a difference
throughout the region.

Online giving opens
Oct. 1 at HeartlandGive-
Fest.org and continues
through Give Fest on Octo-
ber 7. 

In-person celebrations

will also take place simul-
taneously in all three coun-
ties Oct. 7. 

Give Fest continues to
grow from a giving day into
a celebration of the organi-
zations and people working
to make the Heartland re-
gion stronger. 

In 2025, 56 participating
organizations raised nearly
$400,000 in a single day,
thanks to generous donors,
matching opportunities,
bonus games and tremen-
dous community support.
This year, there are 73 or-
ganizations signed up to
participate.

“Give Fest is an oppor-
tunity to celebrate all the
good happening across our 

•Continued on page 8B 


