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Best Yet 4-H Club 
talks officers and 
enrollment
From Best Yet 4-H Club

Best Yet 4-H Club talks offi-
cers and enrollment

From Best Yet 4-H Club
The September meeting of 

the Best Yet 4-H club was 
called to order by the Junior 
President Claire Schoeneck-
er on Sunday, Sept. 27, 2026.  
Sawyer led the club in the 
Pledge of Allegiance and the 
4-H pledge. 

Eighteen members and four 
leaders answered roll call with 
a place they would like to visit.  
Nolan entertained the club with 
a joke.

Junior Secretary Jase Kep-
ley read the minutes from the 
previous meeting, which were 
approved as read.  Rylie gave 
the treasurer’s report.  Grace 
reported that she had submit-
ted a report to both the Chan-
ute Tribune and the Southwind 
District Facebook page.

Jill reported that a clipboard 
was going around so families 
could sign up for talks, com-
mittees and refreshments.  She 
also reminded members that 
4-H Online will open on Oct. 
1, 2026 for enrollment for the 
2026-2027 4-H year.  This 
enrollment must be done by 
Dec.1, 2026. 

In committee reports, Kathy 
asked for members to let her 

know if they have projects that 
can be put in the window dis-
play for National 4-H week.  
The window will be at Opie’s.

Jase volunteered to decide 
what the club would be doing 
for the 48 hours of 4-H. 

There was no old business.
In new business, Grace 

moved that the club pay the 
$15 enrollment fee for mem-
bers who meet the same 
requirement as last year and 
any new member.  Nolan sec-
onded.  Motion carried.

The slate of officers for the 
2026-2027 year were present-
ed.

Cassidy moved to accept the 
slate of officers as proposed.  
Grace seconded the motion.  
Motion carried.

Nolan moved to adjourn the 
business meeting by saying the 
4-H motto.  Grace seconded.  
Motion carried. 

The club, led by Waylon, 
sang “Happy Birthday” to Cole 
and Caleb.

Because Laura was on the 
phone, Grace read Laura’s talk 
about how much meat one gets 
out of a 1300 pound animal. 

Cole reminded everyone 
that the October meeting is in 
two weeks and the club will 
be attending the First United 
Methodist church. 

Refreshments were provided 
by the Smith family.

High Prairie Pioneers celebrate 4-H 
Sunday, elect officers
Submitted by Hunter Reaves
Club Reporter

On Sunday, Sept. 27, mem-
bers of High Prairie Pioneers 
4-H Club observed 4-H Sun-
day by attending services at 
the High Prairie Methodist 
Church.  During the service 
each member introduced them-
selves and made a few remarks. 
Following the service, the con-
gregation provided donuts for 
everyone.  After visiting and 
enjoying the refreshments the 
club held its regular meeting.

President Garrett Engelman 
called to order the September 
meeting of the High Prairie 
Pioneers 4-H Club.   Acting 
flag leader Hunter Reaves led 
the club in the flag salute and 
the 4-H pledge.  Secretary Tin-
selle Francis read the minutes 
from the August meeting.  

Roll call was “If you could 
only eat one food for the rest 
of your life, what would it be?” 
and was answered by 16 mem-
bers and three leaders.  Song 

leader Sienna Drumm-Wil-
liams led the club in singing 
“The Alphabet Song.”  

Treasurer Gabe Engelman 
gave the treasurer’s report and 
Reporter Hunter Reaves read 
the reporter’s report.  There 
was no parliamentary report 
and there had been no 4-H 
Council meeting since the last 
club meeting.        

Leader Kimberly Fran-
cis thanked the members for 
coming to 4-H Sunday and 
reminded the club that record 
books, pin applications and the 
required officer report books 
are due in the extension office 
by Oct. 1, which is also the 
date for the start of a new 4-H 
year and likewise the open-
ing for enrollment for the new 
year. 

Leader Andrew Engelman 
reminded the members to fin-
ish sending out their Thank 
You cards to their supporters 
from the county fair if they 
had not already done so.  For 
committee reports, Leader 
Kimberly Francis reminded the 

members that the club voted to 
be in the Buffalo Homecoming 
parade and there would be a 
short meeting of the members 
who are able to participate in 
the parade after the regular 
meeting is over.

There was no old business.  
In new business, officer elec-
tions for the coming year were 
held.  

Election results were as 
follows:  President-Tinselle 
Francis; Vice President-Oliver 
Bilby; Secretary-Timbrel Fran-
cis; Treasurer-Caleb Kuhn; 
Reporter-Hunter Reaves; His-
torian-Hunter Reaves; Parlia-
mentarian-Tatum Francis; 4-H 
Council Representatives-Tin-
selle Francis by virtue of being 
president, Tatum Francis, 
Naomi Black, Gabe Engelman 
(Alt.), and Oliver Bilby (Alt.); 
Recreation Leaders-Spencer 
Drumm, Sapherya Kuhn, and 
Jones Bilby; Song Leaders-Si-
enna Drumm-Williams, Chloe 
Kuhn and Spencer Drumm; 
Flag Leaders-Tracen Francis, 
Chloe Kuhn and Henry Craw-

shaw.  The club voted to hold 
the October meeting at the 
Engleman Family home and 
have a hayrack ride.

Vice-President Tatum Fran-
cis announced the program.  
Hunter Reaves gave a proj-
ect talk on how he grew two 
banana trees for his horticul-
ture project.  Tracen Francis 
gave a demonstration on how 
to feed and work cattle using 
his toys as illustrative props.

Recreation leader Jones 
Bilby led the club in playing 
“Birdie on a Bridge.”

Leader Erin Bilby congrat-
ulated all of the members 
who had exhibits at the state 
fair and how well they had 
all done.  Leader Kimberly 
Francis reminded the members 
about the Buffalo Homecom-
ing meeting after adjournment 
and if they know of any poten-
tial 4-H members, to invite 
them to our next meeting, and 
that enrollment for the new 4-H 
year starts Oct. 1.  The meeting 
was adjourned by standing and 
saying the 4-H Motto.

Enrollment up 0.7% at Kansas public universities, 
totals slip at community and technical colleges
Tim Carpenter 
Kansas Reflector

TOPEKA — A modest 
enrollment reduction of 0.8% 
this fall among 32 higher edu-
cation institutions coordinat-
ed by the Kansas Board of 
Regents obscured more signif-
icant declines at five technical 
colleges, a dozen community 
colleges and two universities.

The six public universities 
commonly associated with the 
state Board of Regents report-
ed a 0.7% increase in head-
count, while technical colleges 
shrank 6.8% and community 
colleges tumbled 1.9%. Wash-
burn University, a municipal 
university and its technical col-
lege in Topeka, scrambled its 
enrollment statistics through an 
administrative adjustment but 
documented 0.6% growth.

Overall, the regents system 
enrolled 177,768 students, 
1,356 fewer than one year ago. 
The higher education system 
chronicled enrollment growth 
in 2023, 2024 and 2025. The 
fall 2026 enrollment was 6.5% 
greater than five years ago 
amid the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, but 2.7% less than a decade 
ago.

“After three years of growth, 
our system is experiencing 
flat enrollment this fall, with 
uneven results across sectors 
and institutions,” said Alysia 
Johnston, chair of the Board of 
Regents.

Here are 2026 enrollments 
at six state universities and the 
change from 2025: Emporia 
State University, 5,110, up 6%; 
Fort Hays State University, 
13,359, up 4%; Kansas State 
University, 20,789, up 0.3%; 
Pittsburg State University, 
5,766, down 0.6%; University 
of Kansas, 27,352, up 0.5%; 
and Wichita State University, 
18,003, down 2.5%.

The K-State veterinary 
school’s enrollment didn’t 
increase from 494 students, 
and the KU Medical School 
expanded 3.9% to 4,112 stu-
dents.

Competition for traditional 
college-age students has inten-
sified in Kansas and across 
the United States because of 
declining birth rates and rising 
costs.

ESU, FHSU and PSU enroll-
ment fell over the past five 
years — most significantly by 
9% at ESU. In the past decade, 
ESU shed 13.2% of its stu-
dents, FHSU dropped 8.9%, 
K-State fell 10.8% and PSU 
lost 18.8%. WSU says enroll-
ment grew 24.4% greater over 
this 10-year period, a trend 
powered by aggressive recruit-
ment of international students. 

KU’s enrollment is up over the 
decade by 9.9%.

“We’re proud that students 
continue to see the value of a 
KU education and that more 
of them are staying on track to 
earn their degrees,” said KU 
chancellor Doug Girod.

Girod said combined enroll-
ment of KU’s main campus in 
Lawrence, a satellite campus in 
Johnson County and the medi-
cal center in Wyandotte Coun-
ty expanded this fall by 295 
students to a record 31,464. 
The 4,834-student freshman 
class at KU was the fourth 
largest in university history, 
he said, despite a 4.1% decline 
from new freshman enrollment 
in 2025.

Enrollment at K-State on 
campuses in Manhattan, Salina 
and Olathe reached 21,283 this 
fall. That represented the high-
est total since 2020.

“These steady enrollment 
numbers are proof of the suc-
cess we’ve had in articulating 
the value of a K-State degree 
and the long-term rate of return 
it has for those who choose to 
become Wildcats,” said Jesse 
Perez Mendez, the provost at 
K-State.

Wichita State enrolled 455 
fewer students this fall in wake 
of the stunning $16.2% decline 
in graduate student enrollment. 
WSU’s international student 
enrollment in graduate school 
crashed 23.9%.

“This year’s enrollment 
reflects both the opportunities 
and challenges facing high-
er education,” said Richard 
Muma, the president of WSU.

Overall enrollment at Kan-
sas’ technical colleges fell 
6.8% to 11,412 this fall. The 
shift ranged from a reduction 
of 29% at Flint Hills Techni-
cal College to a drop of 0.8% 
at Wichita State’s technical 
college. The state’s technical 
school enrollment — driven 
in the past by the Legislature’s 
investment in tuition subsidies 
— remained 20% higher than 
five years ago and 47% greater 
than 10 years ago.

Kansas enrollment at 19 
community colleges eroded 
this fall by 1.9% to 63,605 
students — a loss of 1,246. 
While Highland Community 
College reported growth of 
12.3%, Pratt Community Col-
lege plummeted 12.9%. More 
than half of enrollment shifts at 
community colleges were plus 
or minus 5%.

“This enrollment growth 
is about much more than a 
number,” said Vincent Bow-
hay, president of Highland. “A 
12.3% increase in a single year 
is an extraordinary accom-
plishment and a testament to 
the work of our faculty and 

staff, the strength of our aca-
demic programs, and the trust 
students and families continue 
to place in Highland.”

In 2026, the Kansas Leg-
islature made changes to a 
program allowing high school 
students to enroll in subsidiz-
ing career and technical cours-
es offered at community and 

technical colleges. The new 
rules limited enrollment to 
high school juniors and seniors 
and restricted college-credit to 
those students with a minimum 
2.0 grade-point average. The 
alterations were expected to 
drive down student enrollment.
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