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CLaSSIFIEdS

FOR SALE 
Place your 25-word classi-
fied in the Kansas Press as-
sociation and 135 more
newspapers for only $300/
week. Find employees, sell
your home or your car. Call
the Kansas Press associa-
tion @ 785-271-5304 today!

MiSC. 
We Buy Houses for Cash
aS-iS! no repairs. no fuss.
any condition. easy process:
Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Call today for your fair
cash offer: 1-913-365-1969

MiSC. 
We Buy Vintage Guitars!
looking for 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender,
Gretsch, epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D'angelico,
Stromberg. and Gibson
Mandolins / Banjos. these
brands only! Call for a quote:
1-833-641-6990

MiSC. 
CaSH PaiD FoR HiGH-
enD Men’S SPoRt
WatCHeS. Rolex, Breitling,
omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMt, Sub-
mariner and Speedmaster.
these brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-4573.

MiSC. 
Got an unWanteD
CaR??? Donate it to Pa-
tRiotiC HeaRtS. Fast free
pick up. Patriotic Hearts‚ pro-
grams help veterans find
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
0154.

MiSC. 
BatH & SHoWeR uP-
DateS in as little as one
DaY! affordable prices - no
payments for 18 months!
lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts available.
Call: 1-833-752-0092

MiSC. 
StoP oVeRPaYinG FoR

HealtH inSuRanCe! a re-
cent study shows that a ma-
jority of people struggle to
pay for health coverage. let
us show you how much you
can save. Call now for a no-
obligation quote: 1-833-928-
5491 You will need to have
your zip code to connect to
the right provider.

MiSC. 
inJuReD in an aCCi-
Dent? Don't accept the in-
surance company's first
offer. Many injured parties
are entitled to cash settle-
ments in the $10,000's. Get
a free evaluation to see what
your case is really worth.
100% Free evaluation. Call
now: 1-833-770-0339

MiSC. 
aGinG RooF? neW
HoMeoWneR? StoRM
DaMaGe? You need a local
expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work.
Fast, free estimate. Financ-
ing available. Call 1-833-
889-4107 Have zip code of
property ready when calling!

MiSC. 
WateR DaMaGe
CleanuP & ReStoRa-
tion: a small amount of
water can lead to major dam-
age in your home. our trusted
professionals do complete re-
pairs to protect your family
and your home's value! Call
24/7: 1-833-879-1451 Have
zip code of service location
ready when you call!

MiSC. 
neeD neW WinDoWS?
Drafty rooms? Chipped or
damaged frames? need out-
side noise reduction? new,
energy efficient windows
may be the answer! Call for
a consultation & FRee quote
today. 1-833-880-0052 You
will need to have your zip
code to connect to the right
provider.
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locAl StAte
By RON WILSON

Director of the Huck Boyd Na-

tional Institute for Rural Devel-

opment at Kansas State

University

Transition can be one of the

most challenging factors for

rural businesses as generations

and markets change.

Today we will meet a young

rural-preneur who is helping

another rural business to adapt,

change and succeed.

Ellie Bowman is the man-

ager of Prickly Pear Farm,

Home and Lumber in Elkhart,

Kansas. Bowman grew up in

Lewis and earned a degree in

agribusiness from Kansas State

University. With support from

her parents, she purchased the

lumberyard in Kinsley and re-

branded it as Prickly Pear Farm

and Home.

With a fresh look, expanded

offerings, and emphasis on cus-

tomer service, she was able to

double the Kinsley store’s busi-

ness in the first year. Her work

to build the business led to her

being recognized by the Kansas

Department of Commerce as

the 2024 To The Stars award

winner as the Under 30 Entre-

preneur of the Year.

That award caught the atten-

tion of Morton County eco-

nomic development director

Alexis O’Hair, who mentioned

it to the owners of the local

lumberyard in the county seat

of Elkhart. The lumberyard had

been family-owned for nearly

40 years, but one of the key

owners had died and the follow-

ing generation had moved

away.

The owner’s daughter,

Sheena, reached out to Bow-

man. “I was asked to come look

at the store and see what could

be done,” Bowman said. She

first came and visited the store

in February, 2025.

“I walked into that store for

the first time and said to myself,

‘I would build this place in my

dreams,’” Bowman said. In Au-

gust, she stepped into the role of

manager with support to en-

hance the store.

Bowman found that several

steps were needed. “We

needed to find a new supplier,

we needed to reset the store,

and we needed to serve the

community more effectively,”

she said.

She jumped in and went to

work. By October they had a

new computer system in place

and by November they had

reset the store with the new sup-

plier. 

In the spring, they reopened

the greenhouse next door,

which had closed four years

previously.

In April 2026, the store had

a grand reopening and was re-

branded as Prickly Pear Farm,

Home and Lumber, similar to

Bowman’s store in Kinsley. The

building next door became the

Prickly Pear Potting Shed and

Greenhouse. “We’ll have mums

in the greenhouse this fall,”

Bowman said.

“More than 400 people came

to the grand reopening,” she

added. “It was really exciting.

We had food trucks and a big

celebration.”

“The response from the

community has been over-

whelmingly positive. I ab-

solutely love it. This

community has welcomed me

with open arms.”

For Bowman, the priorities

are customer, community and

people: “It all comes back to

customer service. There can be

great results if you’re willing to

give your all to help customers

succeed.”

She greatly appreciates the

community of Elkhart. “Elkhart

does it really well,” Bowman

said. “There’s an active cham-

ber and economic development

office. There are people in the

community who care.”

Are there young people will-

ing to find opportunities in

small town Kansas? Bowman is

an example.

“I guess this proves I’m rural

by choice,” said Bowman,

using the term coined by rural

advocate Marci Penner to de-

scribe young people who are

opting for a rural lifestyle and

positively impacting their com-

munities. Bowman has chosen

to live in the community of

Elkhart, population 1,888 peo-

ple. Now, that’s rural.

For more information, look

for Prickly Pear Farm, Home &

Lumber on Facebook.

Business transitions can be

one of the most challenging

stages in the life of a small busi-

ness. We commend Ellie Bow-

man for making a difference

with entrepreneurship in a retail

business in a rural community.

She is applying the good busi-

ness principles from her first

store to another and helping

both to succeed. Those are pos-

itive transitions.

And there’s more. When

Bowman arranged for a differ-

ent hardware supplier, she

signed on with an independent

supply company that also hap-

pens to be based in Kansas.

We’ll learn about that next

week.
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RESOLuTiON 09-08-2026-01

WHeReaS, a vacancy exists in the membership of the
Board of unified School District no. 101, neosho County,
Kansas; and

WHeReaS, K.S.a. 25-2022 authorized a Board of ed-
ucation to fill such vacancies no sooner than fifteen (15)
days following publication of notice in a newspaper having
general circulation in the school district;

Be it ReSolVeD, that the clerk of the Board of edu-
cation of unified School District no. 101, neosho County,
Kansas, shall cause such notice to be published in the
erie Record.

By:
/s/ Dawn Wilson, Member, Board of education
/s/ isaiah Kephart, Member, Board of education
/s/ William Cook, Member, Board of education
/s/ Brian Semrad, Member, Board of education
/s/ Morgan Buntin, Member, Board of education
attest:
/s/ Connie Buskirk, Clerk, Board of education
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