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City Commission meeting National Night out is set for August 4

Neodesha’s Riverwalk
Park Pond is currently off-lim-
its due to a Hazardous Algae
Bloom.

A sample of the water
was taken by the Kansas De-
partment of Health and En-
vironment on July 20, and
the results of that testing put
the pond in a “Watch” status
in KDHE’s weekly reports.
The water recreation sea-
son in Kansas officially runs
from April 1 to Oct. 31, as do
the harmful algae blooms re-
sponse program's active oper-
ations.

Neodesha City Admin-
istrator Brogan Jones shared
KDHE’s findings with city
commissioners at the July 22
regular meeting.

The sample taken from
Neodesha Riverwalk Park
Pondshowed 136,492 Cells/
mL and < 0.3 pg/L of toxin
(Microcystin).

As long as there are no
last-minute changes, Jones
said, the Watch Advisory for
Neodesha Riverwalk Park
Pond will remain in effect.
Signage is posted at public
access areas; the pond is ten-
tatively scheduled for resam-
pling on Monday, Aug. 3.

Also at the meeting, May-
or Devin Johnson read a proc-
lamation for National Night
Out 2026, which will be held
Aug. 5 at the Civic Center,
hosted by the Neodesha Police
Department. The event fosters
positive relationships between
law enforcement, residents,
and local organizations.

A public hearing on the

dangerous structure at 1318 N.
8th was opened as a separate
agenda item being considered
independently by the com-
mission, having been tabled
on June 10. An ordinance
establishing a timeframe for
the property owner to achieve
compliance and outlining
the next steps in the process
should the property remain
out of compliance, died for
lack of a motion to approve;
however, the commission ap-
proved Ordinance 1833 as
presented, authorizing a yard
abatement 1318 N. 8th. This
was tabled to allow addi-
tional time for progress to be
made on the property. Since
that time, the opportunity for
progress has been provided,
and the matter is now before
the commission for consider-
ation. It is at the commission's
discretion to determine the
appropriate course of action
regarding the property.

In other business, com-
missioners approved the city's
investment policy as presented
to ensure compliance with the
requirements of House Bill
2152 and authorize staff to im-
plement the policy. HB 2152
modifies Kansas law regard-
ing the deposit and investment
of public funds. This action
will update the city's invest-
ment practices to comply with
the new state requirements ef-
fective January 1, 2026.

The commission will re-
convene in regular session at
4 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 12 at
City Hall.

City crews have installed a new water fountain and some new
side walks at Barney's South Field on 8th street in Neodesha.
- Photo by Rob Morgan

The Neodesha Police De-
partment will be host its annual
National Night Out event from
5-7 pm. Tuesday, Aug. 4 at the
Neodesha Civic Center.

National Night Out is a na-
tionwide initiative dedicated
to strengthening relationships
between communities and law
enforcement while promoting

safety, unity, and crime preven-
tion

This year's event will include
free swimming at Neodesha
Splash Zone, family-friendly
games and activities, communi-
ty booths, food and door prizes.

This event is designed to
bring the community together
in a valuable way.

Norman No 1 day Festival is the end of August

The Neodesha Historical Mu-
seum, 106 S. 1st, is just about
a month out from its annual
fundraiser, the second annual
Norman No. 1 Days Festival.

Planned from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Saturday, Aug. 29, the fes-
tival was renamed this year to
reflect Neodesha’s rich history.
There will be museum tours

throughout the day, as well as
bounce houses, kids’ games, a
dunk tank, vendors of food and
other goods. Plans are still in
the works for a cornhole tour-
nament and live music.

Vendors are welcome, as well
as volunteers.

For more info contact Rob at
620-714-0326

County commision has short meeting

Wilson County Coordinator
Kris Marple presented the first
draft of the county’s FY2027
budget for discussion at the July
22 regular-session commission
meeting. Nothing was finalized
after discussion.

The commission had a
sparse agenda, with just three
Neighborhood  Revitalization
Plan agreements to review. Mar-
ple presented NRP applications
from Steve and Michelle Finley,

Tyler and Shawna Appelhans,
and Will and Christine Preset.
All were approved.

In other business, commis-
sioners:

* Received the SEK Re-
gional Juvenile Detention Center
board meeting quarterly report;

* Approved warrants in the
amount of $206,023 and payroll
totaling $127.612;

* Received employee over-
time reports.
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Right - exhibitors line up their steers duing the beef show last

Saturday night at the 155th annual Wilson County 4-H Fair in
Fredonia. Above - exhibitors wait on the judge to select the win-
ners during the Horse Show last Tuesday. - Photo by Rob Morgan

Primaries are August 4

Advance voting has begun
for the Aug. 4 primary election.
As of Tuesday morning,
Wilson County Clerk and Elec-
tion Officer Kayla Busch said
116 people had opted to cast
their ballots early; this option
is available in the clerk’s office
until noon on Monday, Aug. 3.
Just as when voting on election
day, voters must provide govern-
ment-issued photo identification.
In addition to whittling
down the sea of candidates, this
primary election includes a Con-
stitutional Amendment that fo-
cuses on how Kansas Supreme
Court justices are appointed.
Currently, justices are ap-
pointed by the governor, through
recommendations by the Kan-
sas Supreme Court Nominating
Commission. The amendment
in question would create partisan
elections and six-year terms for
justices, to be voted on statewide.
The explanatory statement
on the ballot explains that the
proposed amendment would
give voters the right to elect Kan-
sas Supreme Court justices with
elections for positions 1, 2 and
3 in 2028; positions 4 and 5 in
2030; and positions 6 and 7 in
2032, and every six years there-
after. Any vacancy on the court

leaving an unexpired term will
be filled at an election as provid-
ed by law.

This means that a YES vote
would give Kansas residents
who are duly registered to vote
the right to elect Kansas Su-
preme Court justices as provid-
ed bylaw. The Kansas Supreme
Court nominating commission,
whose membership consists of
a majority of lawyers, would be
abolished.

A NO vote would continue
the status quo, with the Kan-
sas Supreme Court nominating
commission providing a list of
three qualified individuals to the
governor to choose from for va-
cancies on the Kansas Supreme
Court. Justices hold office for six-
year terms and retain their offic-
es if they win a retention election
in which they do not face an op-
ponent.

The ballot presents the ques-
tion preceding redacted lengthy
verbiage of the current proce-
dure.

Local ballots also include
races for Kansas Senate and
Congressional House District 2
seats, as well as governor, sec-
retary of state, attorney general,
state treasurer, insurance com-
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Austin Hill helps Maverick Seller get started duing the Kiddy Tractor pull at The Wilson County 4-H Fair Saturday afternoon.

- Photo by Rob Morgan



