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(Published in The Morning Sun on
August 21st, 2026)

Notice of Hearing 2026-2027 Budget
The governing body of Unified School District 250 will meet on the 14th day 
of September 2026 at 5:50 PM at 510 Deill St., Pittsburg, KS 66762 for the 
purpose of hearing and answering objections of taxpayers relating to the 
proposed use of all funds and the amount of tax to be levied. Detailed budget 
information, including budget profile, building needs assessment and Board 
state assessments review is available at USD #250 Districl Office on the district 
website and will be available at this hearing.
The Amount of 2026 Tax to be Levied and Expendilures (published below) 
establish the maximum limits of the 2026-2027 Budget. The ‘Est. Tax Rate’ 
(column 7), shown for comparative purposes, is subject to slight change 
depending on final assessed valuation.

Georgia quarterback Gunner Stockton runs against Alabama during last 
season’s SEC Championship game in Atlanta. (AP PHOTO/MIKE STEWART, FILE)

Strong defense leads Sooners

SEC desperate to end title drought
By MARK LONG
AP Sports Writer

Blame Alabama and 
Georgia. Point fingers 
at Auburn, Florida, 
LSU, Oklahoma, Ten-
nessee and Texas, too.

The Southeastern 
Conference, once the 
most dominant league 
in the land, lost its 
stranglehold on college 
football over the last 
three years. The orga-
nization that boasts a 
combined 19 national 
championships since 
1990 hasn’t even made 
the title game since 
Georgia won it all in 
back-to-back years to 
close out the 2021-22 
seasons.

It’s a drought the 
league desperately 
would like to end this 
season. But the path 
back to the top could 
be harder with the 
addition of  a ninth con-
ference game. Sure, it 
provides teams with an 
extra chance to prove 
they belong in the 12-
team College Football 
Playoff.

It’s also another po-
tential loss on postsea-
son resumes.

“It creates, without 
question, the most 
demanding sets of  foot-
ball schedules in all of  
college football,” SEC 
Commissioner Greg 
Sankey said last month. 
“No one has created the 
kind of  weekly compe-
tition that exists in the 
Southeastern Confer-
ence. It’s competition 
that our fans will expe-
rience every week be-
cause we believe we’re 
the best conference in 
college football.”

The last three CFPs 
would say otherwise, 
especially when recall-
ing no-shows by Ala-
bama last year (against 
Indiana) and Tennessee 
(against Ohio State) 
the year before. The 
Big Ten has won three 
straight national titles.

The SEC is a com-
bined 5-8 in the last 
three playoffs, with 

two of  those victories 
coming against other 
league opponents.

SEC coaches were 
initially divided on a 
nine-game league slate 
but eventually agreed 
under the guise that the 
CFP would expand to 
16 or 24 teams. It stayed 
at 12, and now league 
coaches are stuck 
with more daunting 
schedules and the same 
access to the lucrative 
postseason tourna-
ment.

“Like anything in 
this world, if  you want 
to be really good at 
something, you got to 
take risk,” Texas coach 
Steve Sarkisian said. 
“There’s calculated 
risks involved in life 
that you have to take. 
… Is the juice worth the 
squeeze or not?”

The league will have 
a better idea in four 
months.

Ultimately, though, 
SEC success will be de-
cided in the CFP. After 
all, the league went 54-8 
against non-conference 
opponents in the reg-
ular season last year 
— including winning 
records against the 
Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence, the Big 12 and the 
Big Ten — but ended up 
again watching the title 
game from afar.

Simply put, the SEC 
has been good but not 
great in recent years. 
Is the league lagging 
behind? Not even 
close. But the transfer 
portal and the ability 
to compensate players 
through revenue shar-
ing as well as name, im-
age and likeness deals 
have clearly minimized 
advantages the league 
enjoyed for decades.

“I think it’s great for 
the sport,” Georgia 
coach Kirby Smart 
said. “I think having 
everybody competitive, 
more guys can be in-
vited to the party and 
get to the party, mainly 
through the portal in a 
lot of  ways. … It’s not 
a one-team dominant 

program. It’s really ev-
erybody.”

STAR POWER
The SEC has plenty 

of  star power, which 
provides hope of  ending 
the Big Ten’s reign. Ole 
Miss quarterback Trin-
idad Chambliss, Texas 
quarterback Arch 
Manning and South 
Carolina stars LaNor-
ris Sellers and Dylan 
Stewart are just a few 
of  the guys who could 
make a difference.

Alabama receiver 
Ryan Coleman-Wil-
liams, Ole Miss run-
ning back Kewan Lacy, 
Texas receivers Cam 
Coleman and Ryan 
Wingo, Georgia defen-
sive backs KJ Bolden 
and Ellis Robinson IV, 
and Auburn linebacker 
Xavier Atkins also are 
ones to watch.

NEW COACHES
The league has six 

new coaches in 2026, 
the largest turnover in 
league history. Arkan-
sas (Ryan Silverfield), 
Auburn (Alex Golesh), 
Florida (Jon Sumrall), 
Kentucky (Will Stein), 
LSU (Lane Kiffin) and 
Ole Miss ( Pete Gold-
ing ) have new guys in 
charge.

None of  the changes 
caused as much of  a stir 
as Kiffin’s move from 
Ole Miss to LSU. But all 
of  them should provide 
compelling storylines.

LEAGUE FAVORITES
This is the first sea-

son since 2015 that no 
SEC team received a 
first-place vote in the 
AP Top 25 preseason 
poll. It’s an indication 
of  how much parity 
there is in the league.

Nonetheless, Georgia 
(plus-280) and Texas 
(plus-300) are the bet-
ting favorites to win the 
SEC. Alabama (plus-
850) and LSU (plus-850) 
are next, followed by 
Texas A&M, Oklahoma 
and Ole Miss at plus-
1000.

Looking for a dark 
horse? Try Tennessee 
at plus-1800.

By TIM WILLERT
Associated Press

The Oklahoma Soon-
ers could challenge for 
the national champion-
ship if  they can duplicate 
their dominance on de-
fense, run the ball more 
effectively and survive 
a brutal stretch of  ear-
ly-season games on the 
road. Oklahoma reached 
the College Football 
Playoff  last season only 
to lose in the first round 
to Alabama after blow-
ing a 17-0 lead.

Defensive end Taylor 
Wein and linebackers 
Owen Heinecke and Kip 
Lewis lead a unit that 
figures to be solid up the 
middle once again with 
former five-star recruit 
David Stone stepping 
into a bigger role at tack-
le.

Starting quarterback 
John Mateer, leading 
receiver Isaiah Sategna 
and four starting of-
fensive linemen return 
along with Lou Groza 
Award winner Tate San-
dell, who made eight of  

nine kicks from 50-plus 
yards.

For the Sooners to take 
the next step they’ll need 
to average more than 3.54 
yards per carry to take 
some of the pressure off  
Mateer, the team’s sec-
ond leading rusher who 
played through injury 
for much of the season.

Coach Brent Venables 
brought in Oakland Raid-
ers running backs coach 
Deland McCullough and 
former NFL All-Pro tight 
end Jason Witten to help 
turn things around with 
a host of  ranked teams 
on the schedule.

MATEER, LEWIS
RETURN

Mateer passed for 
2,885 yards and 14 touch-
downs and ran for 431 
yards and eight scores. A 
hand injury early in the 
season derailed momen-
tum that had him among 
the favorites for the 
Heisman Trophy. Lewis 
led one of  the nation’s 
best defensive units with 
76 tackles, including 10.5 
for loss. He and Heinecke 
(74 tackles, including 

12 for a loss) should be 
among the top LB duos 
in the country.

Wein is also poised for 
a big season after seven 
sacks and 15 tackles for 
loss in eight starts to lead 
the team. The second-
ary is another area of  
strength with the return 
of  playmakers Eli Bow-
en and Peyton Bowen 
and rising cover corner 
Courtland Guillory.

RUNNING GAME
Last season, Oklaho-

ma finished 13th in the 
16-team Southeastern 
Conference in rushing 
with an average of  118.5 
yards per game.

Tory Blaylock returns 
after being the team’s 
leading rusher a season 
ago with 480 yards.

NEW FACES
TE Hayden Hansen 

(transfer from Florida), 
LB Cole Sullivan (trans-
fer from Michigan), 
WR Parker Livingston 
(Transfer from Texas), 
WR Trell Harris (trans-
fer from Virginia), TE 
Rocky Beers (transfer 
from Colorado State).

nior wide receiver, 
looks to step in as the 
primary return man 
this season. Redshirt 
freshman Jino Boyd, 
sophomore Khali Best 
and sophomore trans-
fer T.J. Starks are also 
available.

“Any time we can 
get the ball in Kuron 
Parchmon’s hands, 
it’s going to be great,” 
Hollins said. “We can 
put a couple of  guys 
back there who can do 
some electric things 
with the football in 
their hands.”

Another vital part 
of  special teams is 
kickoff  and punt cov-
erage. Hollins said the 
Gorillas have some 

key core-4 guys who 
are on all four units 
– punt return, punt, 
kickoff  return and 
kickoff.

“Kam Gillespie (se-
nior wide receiver) is 
one of  the best on our 
team,” Hollins said. 
“Kam has carved that 
niche. This is what I 
do. I’m going to play 
receiver, yes, but he 
wants to be on special 
teams. He loves run-
ning down on kickoffs. 
He’s our best gunner. 
Having that mindset 
is phenomenal.

“And it’s not just 
him. Jaydon Knight 
(senior tight end) is 
a great core-4 guy for 
us. We have some guys 
who take that role very 
seriously. It’s another 
way to get on the field, 

and it’s a phenomenal 
opportunity for young 
guys who fall in love 
with it.”

It’s certainly noth-
ing new for the Go-
rillas to have strong 
special teams play.

“Our special teams 
are phenomenal, and 
that’s the standard 
here,” Hollins said. 
“Special teams are 
a vital part of  our 
team, and TA (head 
coach Tom Anthony) 
really pushes that. 
It’s not just offense 
and defense. He wants 
all three phases. You 
can win and lose a lot 
of  games in special 
teams.”
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