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YATES CENTER High School
offensive linemen Evan McVey and

Jeremiah Jones blocked the defense
for Gavin Busteed to throw the ball.

Kathe Hamman/NEWS

YATES CENTER High School jun-
ior varsity volleyball player Kylinn
Gregg made a great save during a

volley match versus St. Paul last
week. The junior varsity Wildcats
are 5-5 on the season.

By Kathe Hamman
The Yates Center

Wildcats went on the road
again to take on the Lebo
Wolves, a top team in the
eight man division II losing
12-60.   

The Wildcats started out
big on defense with some
big tackles behind the line
of scrimmage including a
sack by Gavin Busteed.
That fired up the Wolves as
they scored on their next
few drives. The Wolves had
340 total yards to just 100
for the Widlcats. A highlight
for the Wildcats was a punt
return of 70 yards for a
touchdown by Ben Cook.  

Coach Panko comment-
ed about the game,
“Sometimes you just get

beat, and that is what hap-
pened against Lebo. We
were outplayed and out-
coached. Offensively, we
could never get into a
rhythm. Penalties and exe-
cution errors made it diffi-
cult to establish any sort of
drive. Defensively, I felt we
played decent most of the
time, but we gave up too
many big plays, and those
big plays started to add up.
Lebo is a great team and
will have a great season. We
will be alright. We are very
much a really good football
team, and we will learn
from this loss and move
on.”

Marcus Cummings was
the workhorse on the night
with 18 carries and 80

yards, Gavin Busteed pow-
ered out 28 yards on 13 car-
ries. The Wildcats got in the
backfield all night as they
had eight tackles for a loss
of downs and two sacks for
Busteed. Cummings record-
ed nine tackles, three of
them solo. Busteed had
seven tackles, Karter
Westerman with three tack-
les, Jordan Bishop had six
assists and a solo tackle,
Colton Burkholder good for
a tackles and Evan McVey
was in on three tackles.
Jeremiah Jones came out
with another big game with
a total of 20 tackles on the
Wolves, ten of them being
solo.

By Kathe Hamman
Coach Cummings

reported about last weeks
games, “At Erie with
Humboldt on Monday
coming out of a hard week-
end at West Franklin, our
response was a good one
against Erie. We let down a
little in the second set
instead of keeping our foot
on the gas pedal in the first
set. But we came back in
the third and handled the
set easily behind great
serving from both Loryn
and Harper”. 

“In the Humboldt
match, we wanted to sim-
ply compete. We carried
over our momentum to the
first set against the Cubs.
We were point for point
with them with a few errors
at the end that let it slip.
The second set Humboldt
got warmed up from the

serving line and we could-
n’t handle the pressure. We
still gave them all they
wanted,” she added.

They Lady Wildcats
turned around and played
the next night two unde-
feated league teams At
Oswego with St. Paul.
Cummings added, “We did
not play well at all against
Oswego. Our serve receive
was not going well and that
led to a lot of overpasses
and free balls which they
took full advantage of.
Against St. Paul, we start-
ed out the same way, slow.
Making a couple of line up
changes proved to help
because we came storming
back in the second set to
win and tie the match up.
On to the third, we keep
the momentum and served
tough and they were the
ones that were sending free

balls. Mylin Tidd had a
great run to take us into the
20s. St. Paul fought back,
but we were able to out
hustle them for some balls
that proved to be the differ-
ence in the match. So
happy to come out of there
with a top league win.”
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YATES CENTER Junior High line-
man Austin Johnston breaks through

the line and put pressure on the quar-
terback for the Vikings. 

By Kathe Hamman
The Yates Center Junior

High Wildcats lost a close
game to the Central Heights
Vikings 16-20.   

Coach Panko remarked,
“It was an overall great
game. I felt we had control
over most of it, but untime-
ly mistakes, and unwarrant-
ed penalties were the decid-
ing factor. I do not feel like
we played our best football,
but that happens. If any-
thing, we will take it as a

learning experience and
move on. We still have two
more games left, so we just

need to regroup and get
after it this week in prac-
tice.”

Wildcats lose 12-60

JH boys fall 16-20
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Ladies have a tough time

(First published in The
Yates Center NEWS on
Thursday, October 8, 2026.) 

41-2tc
NOTICE

The Woodson County
Fair Association will hold
its annual meeting
Wednesday, October 21,
2026, at 7:30 p.m. at
Bressner Hall, 711 S. Fry,
Yates Center, KS. 

The following positions
up for election are:

Center Township
Liberty Township
Perry Township
Everett At Large
Owl Creek At Large
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