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Chiefs Make Early Splash as NFL Free Agency Frenzy Begins

The NFL’s free agency ne-
gotiating window opened
Monday, setting off a wave of
major moves across the league
ahead of the official start of
free agency Wednesday. Sev-
eral teams wasted little time
making significant changes,
including the Kansas City
Chiefs, who made a splash to
help their offense.

Kansas City signed running
back Kenneth Walker III to a
three-year, $43.05 million
deal, making him the highest-
paid free-agent running back
ever. The move is expected to
give quarterback Patrick Ma-
homes a stronger ground game
after the Chiefs struggled rush-
ing the ball last season.

Chiefs running backs com-
bined for just 1,247 yards and
3.7 yards per carry in 2025,
both among the league’s low-
est totals. Walker rushed for
1,027 yards last season with a
4.6 yards-per-carry average,

giving Kansas City a potential
workhorse in the backfield.
The Chiefs also received good
news when star tight end
Travis Kelce announced he
will return for a 14th season,
keeping Mahomes’ longtime
favorite target in the lineup.

However, the Chiefs did lose
key defensive pieces. Corner-
back Trent McDuffie was
traded to the Los Angeles
Rams, while cornerback
Jaylen Watson also signed
with the Rams and safety
Bryan Cook joined the Cincin-
nati Bengals. Those departures
leave defensive coordinator
Steve Spagnuolo with signifi-
cant rebuilding to do in the
secondary.

Elsewhere around the
league, several teams made
major moves. The Las Vegas
Raiders were among the most
aggressive spenders, signing
center Tyler Linderbaum to a
three-year, $81 million con-

tract and adding linebackers
Quay Walker and Nakobe
Dean to strengthen their de-
fense as they prepare for the
upcoming draft, where quar-
terback Fernando Mendoza is
expected to be the top overall
pick.

The Miami Dolphins made
headlines by releasing quarter-
back Tua Tagovailoa and sign-
ing Malik Willis as their new
starter. Meanwhile, the Pitts-
burgh Steelers traded for wide

receiver Michael Pittman Jr.
from the Indianapolis Colts,
giving star receiver DK Met-
calf a strong complementary
target.

Another notable move saw
veteran wide receiver Mike
Evans leave the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers to sign with the
San Francisco 49ers, ending a
long run with the team where
he became the franchise’s all-
time leader in catches, yards,
and touchdowns.
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this season thanks to the
league’s massive media
rights deal, teams are spend-
ing aggressively. And with
the free agency period just
beginning, more moves are
expected as franchises re-
shape their rosters for the
2026 season.

Right: Kansas City Chiefs
OB Patrick Mahomes took to
X to celebrate Walker s sign-
ing last week.
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Jim’s Metal Roof Coatings
Leak Repair, bin tops, flat decks
Quonset roofing metal/galvanized
Asphalt Shingle roof coating
Painting exterior steel or aluminum
Statewide service - Free Estimates
785-201-7622
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SUMNER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

SUMNER COUNTY, KANSAS

INVITATION FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that sealed proposals for the construction of
pulverized base and asphalt paving work in Sumner County, State
of Kansas, said work known as Sumner County Road Improvement
Project (W. 50th Road & Milan Road) will be received at the office
of the Sumner County Road and Bridge Director located at 500 S.
Washington, 3rd Floor, Wellington, Kansas 67152 until 1:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 25, 2026 and then publicly opened. The project to
be constructed is briefly described as follows:

ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (W. 50TH ROAD & MILAN
ROAD)

Approximately 2.68 Miles of Manipulation of In-Place Material Sub-
grade Modification (Cement): 43,147 S.Y.

Aggregate Base (AB-3)(6"): 43,147 S.Y.

HMA Commercial Grade (Class A)(7"): 14,922 Tons

HMA Commercial Grade (Class A)(Surface Course)(2”): 4,264 Tons
GUARANTY REQUIRED: Each proposal must be accompanied

by a certified check, cashier's check on a solvent bank or a bid bond
executed by corporations authorized to contact as surety in the State
of Kansas and made payable to Sumner County, as a guarantee that

if awarded the contract, the bidder will enter into a contract and give
bond as required. The amount shown should read "Five Percent (5%)
of the amount bid."

OTHER SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: No bidder may withdraw his
bid for a period of thirty (30) days after the date of opening bids.
Further information on the work to be done may be obtained by an
examination of the plans and specifications on file in the office of the
Sumner County Road and Bridge Director.

The plans and specifications document (printed copy or PDF copy)
may be obtained from Cook, Flatt & Strobel Engineers, P.A., 2930
SW Woodside Drive, Topeka, Kansas 66614, upon payment of $60.00
(check, credit card, cash is accepted). There will be no refund of the
deposit. The plans and specifications document become the property of
the prospective bidder and are not returnable. Copies of the plans and
specifications document are on file and open for public inspection at
the office from which they may be obtained.

All bidders must be prequalified with the Kansas Department of Trans-
portation for the type and amount of work covered under this contract.
The Board of County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any

TERESTED: NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on, April 8, 2026 at
7:00 P.M., the Sumner County Planning Commission, at the Raymond
Frye Complex, 320 N. Jefferson, Wellington, Kansas, will consider the
following applications:

CASE NUMBERS: 05PC-26 & 06PC-26

APPLICATION BY: Michael & Debra Russell

REQUESTS: Zone Change from “A-C” Agricultural Commercial to
“G-1” Recreation District & Conditional Use

PURPOSE: Venue Facility (weddings, reunions, lodging & other large
events)

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: A tract of land situated in the East half of the
Southeast Quarter of Section 23, Township 32 South, Range 1 East of
the 6th P. M., Sumner County, Kansas, prepared by Raleigh M. Kroupa
PS #1749 on January 20 th , 2026 being more particularly described as
follows: Beginning at the Southwest Corner of said East Half; thence
North 02 degrees, 11 minutes, 11 seconds West (assumed), along the
West Line of said East Half, a distance of 1100.00 feet; thence North
87 degrees, 48 minutes, 49 seconds East, perpendicular to said West
Line, a distance of 375.00 feet; thence South 00 degrees, 09 minutes,
00 seconds East, a distance of 130.00 feet; thence South 80 degrees,
04 minutes, 20 seconds East, a distance of 396.00 feet; thence South
02 degrees, 57 minutes, 00 seconds West, a distance of 212.00 feet;
thence South 87 degrees, 48 minutes, 49 seconds West, perpendicular
to said West Line, a distance of 567.00 feet; thence South 07 degrees,
10 minutes, 24 seconds West, a distance of 686.17 feet to a point on
the South Line of said East Half; thence South 88 degrees, 58 minutes,
00 seconds West, along said South Line, a distance of 60.00 feet to the
point of beginning. Containing 7.61 acres, more or less.

TRACT CONTAINS: 7.61 acres more or less

LOCATION: 1100 block of E 30 th St S & S Oliver Rd - Entry access
proposed to be off 30 th St S.

AS PROVIDED in the Zoning Regulations of Sumner County, Kansas,
that the above applications will be discussed and considered by the
Planning Commission. All persons interested in said matter will be
heard at this time concerning their views, wishes, and any protest
against any of the provisions of the proposed ZONE CHANGE &
CONDITIONAL USE applications will be considered by the Plan-
ning Commission and may be continued without further notice. If you
desire to have your opinion considered by the Planning Commission,
you will need to be present at the scheduled meeting, in person or by
legal representative.

The South Door will be unlocked fifteen (15) minutes prior to the
meeting.

SIGNED, this March 2, 2026

Barry Fleming /S/ Director
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OFFICIAL NOTICE
TO WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN AND TO ALL PER-
SONS INTERESTED:
SUMNER COUNTY BOARD
OF ZONING APPEALS
AGENDA April 8, 2026, 6:30
P.M. Raymond Frye Complex
320 N Jefferson, Wellington,
Kansas

A. CALL MEETING TO
ORDER.

B. PLEDGE OF ALLE-
GIANCE.

C.ROLL CALL OF BOARD
MEMBERS.

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA.
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.
F. PRESENTATION OF RE-
QUESTS AND PETITIONS.
G. REPORTS OF STANDING
AND SPECIAL COMMIT-
TEES.

H. REPORTS OF BOARD
OFFICERS AND RELATED
PERSONNEL.

I. NOTICES AND COMMUNI-
CATIONS.

J. OLD BUSINESS.

K. NEW BUSINESS.

Election of Officers

Bylaws Review

L. ITEMS TO BE PLACED ON
NEXT AGENDA.

M. ADJOURNMENT.

The Front (South) door will be
unlocked fifteen (15) minutes
prior to the meeting.

DATE: March 2, 2026
PREPARED BY: M. Templeton
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BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Ken Gooch

415 E. 4th

Belle Plaine, KS 67013
620-488-3350 (Call or Text)

KenGooch@ShelterInsurance.com

We're your Shield. We're your Shelter.

SHELTER
INSURANCE

AUTO ¢ HOME e LIFE

ShelterInsurance.com

FOR SALE

Place your 25-word classified in
the Kansas Press Association
and 135 more newspapers for
only $300/ week. Find employ-
ees, sell your home or your car.
Call the Kansas Press Associa-
tion @ 785-271-5304 today!

MISC.

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Call
today for your fair cash offer: 1-
913-365-1969

MISC.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES
316-215-1359

CATHY SHEETS MANAGING BROKER
KSREALESTATESALES.COM

PENFED
REALTY

Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-866-481-
0668

WESTFALL
MINI-STORAGE

5x10,10x 10,10 x 20, 10 x 30
Plus Outside Storage for RVs, Cars, Etc.
Under Big Water Tower,

North Edge of Mulvane
Off Rock Road

Call 777-1273
(If no answer, 777-1017)

SCAM
ALERT!

Do NOT open or
click links!

* KDOT does not collect
tolls or request payment
via text message

REPORT IT.
DELETE IT.

https://sevenweekscoffee.com/?ref=flsonline

SCAN ME

SEVEN WEEKS

A PRO-LIFE COFFEE MOVEMENT

——

COFFEE

Specialty Grade
Pesticide Free
Single Origin

The Belle Plaine News and
The Oxford Register

PO Box 128 ¢ Belle Plaine, KS 67013
Phone: 620-488-2234 or 620-399-6663

E-mail: NewsBellePlaine@gmail.com
Subseribe to the e-edition at BellePlaineNews.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-866-481-0636.

MISC.

MISC.

We Buy Vintage Guitars! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie ~ State, D’Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-6990

MISC.

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All
50 States. Patriotic Hearts’ pro-
grams help veterans find work
or start their own business. Call
24/7: 1-877-560-5087

MISC.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-866-481-0747

MISC.

Now: 1-888-920-1883

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a majority of
people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how
much you can save. Call Now
for a no-obligation quote: 1-888-
519-3376 You will need to have
your zip code to connect to the
right provider.

MISC

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don’t Accept the insurance
company’s first offer. Many in-
jured parties are entitled to cash
settlements in the $10,000’s.
Get a free evaluation to see
what your case is really worth.
100% Free Evaluation. Call

MISC

Have zip code of service loca-
tion ready when you call!

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE?
You need a local expert provider
that proudly stands behind their
work. Fast, free estimate. Fi-
nancing available. Call 1-877-
589-0093 Have zip code of
property ready when calling!

MISC

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect your
family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-586-6688.

MISC

NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty
rooms? Chipped or damaged
frames? Need outside noise re-
duction? New, energy efficient
windows may be the answer!
Call for a consultation & FREE
quote today. 1-866-766-5558
You will need to have your zip
code to connect to the right
provider.




