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Kansas isn’t collapsing. That 

would at least get attention. 
What’s happening is quieter 
and more dangerous: the 
state is becoming too expen-
sive, too fragmented, and too 
average to compete, while 
other states pull ahead. 

The new 2026 Kansas 
Green Book lays it out clearly. 
Kansas is not leading where it 
matters. It is lagging, and the 
reason comes down to cost. 

Start with outcomes. Since 
1998, Kansas ranks 41st in 
private-sector job growth at 
11.9% increase, 37th in pri-
vate-sector wage growth at 
160%, and 32nd in GDP 
growth at 201%. Since 2000, 
Kansas ranks 39th in domes-
tic migration at -7%. Pages 4, 
6, 8, and 10, respectively, in 
the PDF below.  

Meanwhile, competitor 
states like Texas and Ten-
nessee are consistently near 
the top. Texas ranks 4th in job 
growth at 63.5% and 3rd in 
GDP growth at 338%, while 
Tennessee ranks 9th in migra-

tion at 11%. These aren’t ran-
dom differences. They reflect 
different policy choices.   

People are responding to 
those differences. When 
Kansas ranks near the bot-
tom in migration, it means 
more people are leaving than 
arriving. And when they leave, 
they take their income, 
spending, and future invest-
ment with them. 

So what’s driving it? 
Start with taxes and spend-

ing. Kansas collects about 
$6,597 per resident in state 
and local taxes, ranking 27th 
nationally, and spends $5,584 
per resident, ranking 23rd 
(Pages 12 and 14). That is not 
a low-tax, lean-government 
model. It is a middle-of-the-
pack approach with below-av-
erage results.   

Now compare that to the 
states that are actually win-
ning. The Green Book shows 
that no-income-tax states av-
erage just $3,826 per resident 
in spending, far below 
Kansas’s $5,584 per resident 
(Pages 14 and 15). That gap 
matters. States that spend less 

can tax less. States that tax 
less tend to grow more. 

Kansas is choosing a differ-
ent path. 

Property taxes are where 
Kansans feel it most. And this 
is not just a mill rate issue—it 
is a structural problem. The 
report shows 40 of 105 coun-
ties saw property tax collec-
tions more than triple 
between 1997 and 2025, even 
while some populations de-
clined (Pages 25, 26, and 27). 
That is not growth. That is a 
system where the govern-
ment keeps expanding regard-
less of demand.   

The burden shows up in 
real comparisons. Wichita 
ranks 31st-highest nationally 
in urban homestead property 
taxes and 11th-highest in 
urban commercial property 
taxes, while Iola ranks 5th-
highest in rural homestead 
property taxes and 1st-high-
est in rural commercial prop-
erty taxes (Pages 28 to 39). 
Those are not outliers. They 
are signals that Kansas is 

overloading property owners 
relative to other states.   

Why is this happening? Too 
much government at too 
many levels. 

Kansas ranks 48th in resi-
dents per general-purpose 
government unit, with just 
1,493 residents per unit com-
pared to a national average of 
8,806 (Page 16). That means 
more overlapping jurisdic-
tions, more administrative 
overhead, and more duplica-
tion. And all of it has to be 
funded by taxpayers.   

In some counties, the re-
port shows that government 
jobs account for more than a 
third, and sometimes more 
than half, of total employment. 
That is not a private-sector 
growth strategy. That is a sign 
the public sector has 
crowded out productive ac-
tivity. 

Put it all together, and the 
pattern is clear. Kansas is not 
losing because of one bad 
policy. It is losing because of a 
system that costs too much 

and delivers too little in 
terms of growth. 

And here is where the argu-
ment needs to be clear. This is 
not about chasing the lowest 
taxes for their own sake. It is 
about recognizing that cost 
matters in a competitive 
economy.  

When states like Texas, 
Florida, and Tennessee keep 
their costs lower—especially 
by avoiding income taxes and 
controlling spending—they 
attract more people, more in-
vestment, and more opportu-
nity. Kansas does not have to 
guess what works. The evi-
dence is already there. 

The Green Book makes an-
other critical point: reducing 
state taxes alone is not 
enough if local government 
continues to expand. The ben-
efits of state-level reform are 
diluted by a fragmented local 
system that keeps pushing 
property taxes higher. That is 
why real reform has to ad-
dress both state spending and 
local government structure si-

multaneously.   
So what needs to change? 
Kansas needs fewer layers 

of government, not more. This 
requires spending that grows 
more slowly than the average 
taxpayer’s ability to pay for it. 
Property tax relief comes 
from controlling spending, not 
shifting burdens around. And 
there is a need for a tax sys-
tem that rewards work and 
investment instead of penaliz-
ing them. Most of all, it needs 
to stop settling. 

Kansas is not failing 
overnight. It is falling behind 
year by year, ranking by rank-
ing, decision by decision. In a 
world where people and busi-
nesses can move, that kind of 
slow drift is exactly how 
states lose. 

The good news is that it is 
fixable. But only if lawmakers 
stop confusing average with 
acceptable—and start making 
Kansas competitive again.
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5 x 10, 10 x 10, 10 x 20, 10 x 30 
Plus Outside Storage for RVs, Cars, Etc. 

Under Big Water Tower, 
North Edge of Mulvane 

Off Rock Road 
 

Call 777-1273 
 ( If no answer, 777-1017) 

Westfall 

Mini-Storage 

  

AUTO  �  HOME  �

We’re your Shield. We’r

Ken G
415 E. 

Belle P

620-48
KenGoo

  

  �  LIFE

re your Shelter.

 Gooch
 4th

Plaine, KS 67013

88-3350 (Call or Text)
och@ShelterInsurance.com

    

®ShelterInsurance.com

FOR SALE 

Place your 25-word classified in 
the Kansas Press Association 
and 135 more newspapers for 
only $300/ week. Find employ-
ees, sell your home or your car. 
Call the Kansas Press Associa-
tion @ 785-271-5304 today! 

MISC. 

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-IS! 
No repairs. No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Call 
today for your fair cash offer: 1-
913-365-1969 

MISC. 

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative 
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% guar-

anteed. CALL NOW: 1-866-481-
0668 

MISC. 

We Buy Vintage Guitars! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-6990 

MISC. 

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner and Speedmaster. 
These brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-866-481-0636. 

MISC. 

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? 
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC 
HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All 
50 States. Patriotic Hearts’ pro-
grams help veterans find work 
or start their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-877-560-5087 

MISC. 

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months! Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available. 
Call: 1-866-481-0747 
 

MISC. 

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 

study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage.  Let us show you how 
much you can save.  Call Now 
for a no-obligation quote: 1-888-
519-3376 You will need to have 
your zip code to connect to the 
right provider. 

MISC 

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? 
Don’t Accept the insurance 
company’s first offer. Many in-
jured parties are entitled to cash 
settlements in the $10,000’s. 
Get a free evaluation to see 
what your case is really worth. 
100% Free Evaluation. Call 
Now: 1-888-920-1883 

MISC 

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-

OWNER? STORM DAMAGE? 
You need a local expert provider 
that proudly stands behind their 
work. Fast, free estimate. Fi-
nancing available. Call 1-877-
589-0093 Have zip code of 
property ready when calling! 

MISC 

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-586-6688. 
Have zip code of service loca-
tion ready when you call! 
 

MISC 

NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise re-
duction? New, energy efficient 
windows may be the answer! 
Call for a consultation & FREE 
quote today. 1-866-766-5558 
You will need to have your zip 
code to connect to the right 
provider. 

SPORTING GOODS 

WORLD’;S LARGEST GUN 
SHOW – April 11 & 12 - Tulsa, 
OK Fairgrounds.  Saturday 8-6, 
Sunday 8-4.  WANEN-
MACHER’S TULSA ARMS 
SHOW.  Free appraisals.  Bring 
your guns!  
www.TulsaArmsShow.com

https://sevenweekscoffee.com/?ref=flsonline

316-215-1359     
Cathy Sheets Managing Broker 

ksrealestatesales.com
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Kansas Has a Cost Problem—And It’s Driving People Away

NOTICE OF PRIMARY ELECTION

To the County Election Officer of Sumner County, Kansas:

A Primary Election will be held August 4, 2026. Candidates for the 
following offices will be nominated by each political party which has 
qualified to participate in the Primary Election:
   One candidate for United States Senate
   One candidate for United States House of Representatives,
      4th District    
   One candidate for Governor / Lt. Governor
   One candidate for Secretary of State
   One candidate for Attorney General
   One candidate for State Treasurer
   One candidate for Commissioner of Insurance
   One candidate for State Representative, 79th, 80th, 82nd &
      116th Districts
   One candidate for County Commissioner District No. 1
   One candidate for County Commissioner District No. 3
   One candidate for Township Clerk in the following Townships:
      Avon, Belle Plaine, Bluff, Caldwell, Chikaskia, Conway, Creek,       
      Dixon, Downs, Eden, Falls, Gore, Greene, Guelph, Harmon,
      Illinois, Jackson, London, Morris, Osborne, Oxford, Palestine,
      Ryan, Seventy-Six, South Haven, Springdale, Sumner,
      Valverde, Walton, Wellington

The following officers will be elected in each political party which has 
qualified to participate in the Primary Election:
   One Precinct Committeeman in each Precinct.
   One Precinct Committeewoman in each Precinct.
      Avon, Belle Plaine H79, Belle Plaine Part A, Belle Plaine Part B,
      Bluff, Caldwell City Ward 1, Caldwell City Ward 2, Caldwell,
      Chikaskia, Creek, Dixon, Falls, Greene, Guelph, Harmon, Illinois,
      London, Morris, Mulvane City, Osborne, Oxford, Palestine, Ryan,
      Seventy - Six, South Haven, Springdale, Sumner, Walton, Belle
      Plaine H82, Belle Plaine H82 Part A, Gore H82-32, Seventy-Six
      H80, Wellington H80, Wellington H80 A, Conway H116, Conway
      H79, Downs H79, Downs H80, Eden H116, Eden H79, Gore H79,
      Gore H82, Jackson H79, Jackson H80, Valverde H79, Valverde
      H80, Wellington H79, Wellington Part A H80, Wellington Part B
      H80, Wellington Part C H80, Wellington Part B, Wellington City
      Airport, Wellington Lake Exclave, Gore Township Enclave,
      Mulvane City Exclave A, Mulvane City Exclave B,
      Wellington 1, Wellington 2

NOTE: For publication of this notice as it applies to your county, refer 
to K.S.A. 25-204.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I hereto set my hand and cause to be af-
fixed my official seal. Done at the City of Wellington, Sumner County, 
State of Kansas this 30th day of March, 2026.

                                                              SEAL
                                                              Debra A Norris, County Clerk
                                                              Sumner County Election Officer

Legal Notice
(Published in the Belle Plaine News / Oxford Register on

Thursday April 16, 2026, Thursday April 23, 2026 and Thursday April 30, 
2026)

TOPEKA – (April 27, 2026) 
– Kansas Attorney General 
Kris Kobach is urging Kansas 
residents to use caution to 
avoid scams by unregistered 
contractors following yester-
day evening's storms. Kansas 
experienced hail damage in 
Allen, Bourbon, Butler, Coffey, 
Dickinson, Elk, Ellsworth, 
Greenwood, Marion, McPher-
son, Montgomery, Morris, 
Neosho, Rice, Russell, Saline, 
and Woodson counties, as 
well as damaging winds in An-
derson, Cherokee, Labette, 
Linn, Marion, McPherson, 
Miami, Montgomery, Osage 
and Woodson counties. There 
was also tornado activity in 
Labette, Montgomery, and 
Wilson counties. 

“After a storm, our instinct 
is to clean up and make re-
pairs as quickly as possible,” 
Kobach said. “When consider-
ing roofing work on a home 
or business, it is important 

that consumers make sure 
their roofing contractor is 
properly registered before 
signing any contract or having 
any work done.” 

Consumers should request 
a copy of their roofing con-
tractor’s registration certifi-
cate or the company’s 
registration number. Con-
sumers may confirm the com-
pany’s registration has an “In 
Good Standing” status at 
https://www.ag.ks.gov/divi-
sions/public-protection/re-
sources/roofing-registration-d
irectory#!/. 

Working with a roofer that 
is registered is a bare mini-
mum to help prevent prob-
lems. The attorney general’s 
office also recommends the 
following tips in dealing with 
any unregistered contractors, 
including roofers: 

    Get recommendations 
and references. 

    Get at least three writ-

ten estimates from different 
contractors. 

    Check contractor com-
plaint records with the Better 
Business Bureau. 

    Understand your pay-
ment options and right to 
cancel. 

 
Staff from the attorney gen-

eral’s Roofing Registration 
Unit have been in contact 
with local officials to assist in 
responding to roofing con-
tractors and consumers. The 
requirement to register with 
the attorney general’s office is 
in addition to any other local 
requirements that may be im-
posed by cities or counties. 

With few exceptions, the 
Kansas Roofing Contractor 
Registration Act requires 
roofing contractors to obtain 
a registration certificate from 
the Kansas Attorney General 
in order to legally solicit or 
provide commercial or resi-

dential roofing services for a 
fee in Kansas. It is designed to 
ensure that legitimate roofing 
contractors are complying 
with state requirements, such 
as carrying appropriate insur-
ance, and to help prevent fly-
by-night operators from 
taking advantage of Kansas 
consumers. 

The attorney general re-
quests that Kansans promptly 
report any unregistered per-
son or company attempting 
to sell roofing services. Any 
Kansans, who have problems 
with unregistered roofing 
contractors, may report the 
occurrence to the attorney 
general’s Civil Division, Li-
censing and Inspections Unit 
on the website at 
https://www.ag.ks.gov/file-a-
complaint/report-an-unregis-
tered-roofer#!/ or by calling 
785.368.6644.

Consumer Alert:  
Sunday's storm damage could attract unregistered contractors


