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GOT NEWS? SEND NEWS TIPS TO: JJUMP@THEHARPERADVOCATE.COM

COMMENTS, CONCERNS OR QUESTIONS? Contact Stephanie Jump at (620) 532-3151 or email sjump@kcnonline.com

PUZZLES SPONSORED BY:

HELP 
WANTED

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

Seth Thibault,OD
Andrew Piester, OD

Visual Analysis / Contact Lenses
104 W Ave C / Kingman, KS 67068

620-532-3154
Andrew Piester, OD

In Harper on Thursdays
214 W. Main / Harper, KS 67058

Call 620-896-7000 for appt.

To advertise your service 
or to make changes to 
your listing call Jason at 
(620) 896-7311.

HOSPITAL

OPTOMETRY

DISTRACTED WORD SEARCH
ACTIVITY, ATTENTION, COGNITIVE, CRASH, 

DANGEROUS, DISTRACTED, DRIVER, 
DROWSY, EATING, HIGHWAY, INJURY, MAN-
UAL, NOISY, PASSENGER, RADIO, READING, 
SAFETY, SPEED, TALKING, TEXTING, VEHICLE, 
VISUAL

Debra Foster told planning 
and zoning committee 
member Debra Blanchett 
she didn't feel as though 
Blanchett was working 
towards the best interest of 
county residents.

“Fosters is very urban,” 
the chairwoman said. “Some 
of the comments Debra 
(Foster) was making toward 
Deborah Blanchett were 
inappropriate.”

McCurley said Foster told 
Blanchett she thought she 
was looking out for her own 
best interests.

“That is not the point of a 
consultant,” the chairwoman 
said. “A consultant is to help 
guide the process.”

McCurley told everyone 
at Monday's meeting that if 
the “majority of the commit-
tee members” are wanting to 
restrict these types of energy 
projects from coming to 
Harper County, Fosters and 
Associates needs to repre-
sent that viewpoint not their 
own.

Pennycuff said he realizes 
the process has been going 
on for more than a year now, 
but he also said those that 
are participating in these 

discussions don't know 
about that.

“What happened prior to 
us starting this process three 
months ago or a little bit be-
fore from that survey from 
the fair, prior to that they 
didn't realize it had been 
going on for that long,” he 
said.

District 3 Commissioner 
Darrin Struble said there are 
landowners that are waiting 
to make decisions based 
on what comes out of this 
process. He said his biggest 
concern was that he wanted 
Harper County to have some 
protections when it comes to 
the June 1 deadline.

McCurley said Foster 
and Associates, of Wichita, 
need to be asked at the next 
meeting if they are going to 
draft resolutions for other 
areas of concerns and not 
just address solar farms.

“I'm starting to get a little 
frustrated myself,” Struble 
said.

District 1 Commissioners 
Brian Waldschmidt said 
there needs to be meetings 
on a more frequent basis 
until these concerns are 
ironed out. 

Pennycuff also reminded 
commissioners that Foster 
and Associates was only 

commissioned for a certain 
number of meetings.

The county's appraiser 
said the consultant provided 
a “preliminary resolution” 
for solar farms at the March 
24 meeting, which he said 
caused some heartburn for 
some on the steering com-
mittee members. He said 
he thought some of those 
frustrations stemmed from a 
number of the steering com-
mittee members wanting to 
recommend not allowing 
solar farms into the county 
after being more supportive 
of the idea originally. 

Pennycuff said the pro-
cess has been difficult from 
the consultant’s standpoint 
due to “wishy-washy” views 
that have been expressed. 
He said last Tuesday's 
meeting was to look at some 
tweaks to the resolution.

He told commissioners 
there will be a final res-
olution on April 21 for 
the planning and zoning 
committee to sign off on. At 
that point, a public hearing 
will be held to allow county 
residents an opportunity 
to give feedback on the 
decision that was made. 
After the public hearing, the 
resolution will then go to the 
commissioners.
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Help Wanted
Appliance delivery and 
installation. Full time/40 
hours per week. Con-
tact Chad at 1016 W. 

14th St., Harper.
Apply in person.

ATTORNEY
• From Page 1

to watch them,” Ritcha said. “In the end, it just feels like 
the right time.”

Ritcha also serves as the county counselor for Kingman 
County. He currently represents five different cities in 
some capacity, but Ritcha said he will be in the process of 
either winding those down or modifying his representa-
tion, along with being selective with private clientele.

“The bottom line, my positions in Harper and Kingman 
County must and will take priority,” he said. “I’ve always 
had a lot of obligations; it is a fact of life for attorneys 
serving in rural areas. I am looking forward to primarily 

focusing on just a few.”
There is no statutory requirement for residency within 

the county for one to serve as a county attorney. Ritcha 
noted there are multiple instances of people serving as 
county attorneys for more than one county. He said that is 
primarily because of a lack of attorneys in rural areas.

Ritcha noted that, from the time he has started practic-
ing law, Harper County has been “my second profession-
al home.”

“I spend a significant amount of time working in the 
county and for people from Harper County,” Ritcha said. 
“I’ve developed great relationships there. I feel enthusias-
tically duty-bound to provide quality representation and 
stability in the Harper County Attorney's Office.”

PRESS RELEASE
 MANHATTAN -  If you’re plan-

ning to plant a tree in your yard this 
spring, there are some steps you can 
take to make sure your new landscape 
has its best chance of success.

 Kansas State University horticul-
ture expert Matt McKernan shares the 
following 10 rules for planting trees: 

Select The Right Tree For The Site.
 To avoid serious problems, choose 

trees that are adapted to your lo-
cation. Consider whether the tree 
produces nuisance fruit or if there are 
disease-resistant varieties available. 
For example, there are a number of 
crabapple varieties that are resistant to 
apple scab and rust diseases.

 Also consider the mature size of a 
tree to be sure you have enough room. 
Your local extension office and garden 
center can make tree recommendations 
for your region.

 Keep the tree well watered and in a 
shady location until planting.

 When moving the tree, lift it by the 
root ball or pot and not by the trunk.

 Before planting, remove all wires, 
labels, cords or anything else tied to 
the plant. 

If left on, they may eventually girdle 
the branch to which they are attached.

 
Dig A Proper Hole.

 Make the hole deep enough so the 
root flare (point where the trunk and 
roots meet) is visible when planted. 
Plant the tree on solid ground, not fill 

dirt. In other words, don't dig the hole 
too deep and then add soil back to the 
hole before placing the tree.

 “This is the most important of all 
the rules,” McKernan said. “You only 
get one opportunity to plant a tree at 
the correct depth.”

 The width of the planting hole is 
very important. It should be three 
times the width of the root ball. Loos-
ening the soil outside the hole so it is 
five times the diameter of the root ball 
will allow the tree to spread its roots 
faster.

 Remove all containers from the root 
ball.

 Cut away plastic and peat pots; roll 
burlap and wire baskets back into the 
hole, cutting as much of the excess 
away as possible. If you can remove 
the wire basket without disturbing 
the root ball, do it. If roots have been 
circling around in the container, cut 
them and fluff them out so they do not 
continue growing in a circle inside the 
hole, becoming girdling roots later. 

Backfill the hole with the same soil 
that was removed.

 Amendments such as peat moss 
likely do more harm than good. Make 
sure the soil that goes back is loosened 
- no clods or clumps. Add water as you 
fill to ensure good root to soil contact 
and prevent air pockets. There is no 
need to fertilize at planting.

 
Minimize Pruning After Planting.

 Foliage is necessary for manufac-
turing energy to support a healthy tree. 

Heavy pruning reduces the number of 
leaves and consequently the amount of 
energy generated. Corrective pruning 
can be done at planting to remove 
dead, damaged or diseased branches or 
branches that are rubbing against each 
other.

 
Water The Tree Thoroughly.

 Water once a week for the first sea-
son if there is insufficient rainfall.

 
Mulch Around The Tree.
 Mulch should be 2-4 inches deep 

and cover an area 2 to 3 times the 
diameter of the root ball. Avoid 
mulching right up to the trunk of the 
tree. Leave a 3- to 6-inch gap between 
the mulch and the trunk to prevent 
damaging the tree. Mulching reduc-
es competition from other plants, 
conserves moisture and moderates soil 
temperature.

 
Stake Only When Necessary.

 Larger trees or those in windy 
locations may need to be staked the 
first year. Movement is necessary for 
the trunk and roots to develop prop-
erly. Staking should be designed to 
limit movement of the root ball rather 
than immobilize the trunk. Be sure to 
gradually loosen staking over time and 
remove all staking materials within 
one to two years.

 Interested persons can subscribe to 
the newsletter, as well as send their 
garden and yard-related questions to 
hortsupport@ksu.edu.

Ten Rules for Planting Trees This Spring


