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STATE NEWS

The one-mile underground Kansas reactor didn’t
meet a July 4 goal, but is still on track

BY RACHEL SCHNELLE
Kansas News Service

The Department of
Energy set the Indepen-
dence Day deadline as
part of the nuclear reac-
tor pilot program. Deep
Fission was one of the
advanced nuclear proj-
ects. Officials now say
they have other goals.

The company building
a one-mile underground
nuclear reactor in Par-
sons, Kansas, did not
meet a previous July 4
deadline for criticality —
or a fully functioning re-
actor — but the compa-
ny now says it’s focused
on testing and commer-
cialization.

The Department of
Energy set the Indepen-
dence Day goal as part
of a nuclear reactor pilot
program. Deep Fission
was one of eleven ad-
vanced nuclear projects
selected by the Trump
administration.

In December, the com-
pany said it planned
to meet the July 4 goal
for criticality, pend-
ing regulatory approv-
al. Now, the company’s
CEO points to different
goals.

“Crticicality isn’t the
proof point for us,” CEO
Liz Muller said in a
statement to the Kansas
News Service.

Deep Fission officials
said they’re now focus-
ing on factors includ-
ing drilling to depth at
commercial scale and
safely integrating nucle-
ar components under-
ground.

The most recent devel-
opment is that a proto-
type reactor canister ar-
rived on the site at Great
Plains Industrial Park.

Muller said it is called
the  “Proof-of-Concept

Well Program.” It's a
full-scale, non-nuclear
demonstration = where
they test the entire

workflow. This involves
lowering a reactor pro-
totype into the borehole
and integration into the
surface infrastructure.

“It's meant to validate
our engineering as-
sumptions and de-risk
the process before we
move towards any nu-
clear demonstration,"
Muller said in the state-
ment.

To start any nucle-
ar work on the site, the
company must complete
the proof-of-concept
work and obtain DOE
authorization.

Nuclear work isn't in-
tended for the site until
2027.

The Company has also
completed a data acqui-
sition well. That proves
the ability to drill to
6,000 feet.

There’s been mixed
reaction from some in
the Parson’s communi-
ty since Deep Fission’s
project announcement
in December.

John Young is an en-
vironmental consultant
in the coal mining in-
dustry. He's also part of
the non-partisan civic
engagement advocacy
group Leading Kansas.
He has some concerns
but said he understands
the need for the project.

"For climate change —
and trying to alleviate
the issues that we have
with climate change,
nuclear energy has to
be part of that solution,"
Young said.

Some local advocates
are concerned about
how regulations for oil
and gas drilling will
translate to the nuclear
drilling process. Marjo-
rie Reynolds is with the
Parsons-based  group
Prairie Dog Alliance.

"We don't know how
the oil and gas industry
rules and regulations
apply specifically to an
experimental  nuclear
project that includes a
borehole. So that's one
of our great concerns."

Reynolds said.

Another concern is
how the Great Plains
Industrial Park plans to
protect the nearby com-
munity from potential
exposure to nuclear ma-
terials.

"Where is the protec-
tion for the local com-
munity that is there for
the elementary school
that's 1.7 miles away,
for the houses that are
less than a mile from
this project site?" Reyn-
olds asked.

According to a state-
ment from Muller,
“transparency and
working closely with the
Parsons community has
always been a top prior-

ity for us.”

They recently hired
someone to live in Par-
sons to maintain a con-
sistent local presence.

The Company also
launched a Communi-
ty Advisory Group to
provide residents with
an ongoing forum for
dialogue. Their website
has a question box, and
residents can voice their
concerns.

Reynolds is one of the
residents who has been
invited to the meetings.

Labette County Com-
missioner Vince Schibi
said he's pleased with
the company's transpar-
ency since the initial an-
nouncement in Decem-

ber 2025. He represents
the area where Great
Plains Industrial Park is
located.

"They're trying to in-
teract better with the
public and just let them
know they're here to
support our town as
well as hopefully new
energy in the future,"
Schibi said.

The company has se-
lected Day and Zimmer-
man as its construction
partner for the one-mile

underground  nuclear
reactor. The Pennsyl-
vania-based company

will oversee the pre-con-
struction planning and
perform above-ground
construction.
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ning, Nancy Maureen; Lawrie, Ken-
neth, a/k/a Lawrie, Kenneth Alvis, Sr.,
a/k/a Lawrie, Kenneth A. Lawrie,
Madelyn L.; Lawrie, William Sr, a/k/a
Lawrie, William Jr.; Lee, Cherie K.; Lee,
Thomas W.; Lepley, Diana M,; Leple)/,
Rick L., a/k/a Lepley, Rick L., Jr, a/k/a
Lepley, Rick; Lewis, Deedra; Linker,
Christopher Sr.; Linker, Crystal; Liven-
good, Alex; Livengood, Katelyn; Loera,
Stephanie; Lopez-Ramirez, Francisco
Javier, a/k/a Lopez-Ramirez, Francisco
J.; Lopez-Ramirez, Trista Leann, a/k/a
Lopez-Ramirez, Trista; Lornes, Tracy;
Lovelace, William 1l, a/k/a Lovelace,
William, a/k/a Lovelace, Bill, a/k/a
Lovelace, William E.; Loveless, Gerald;
Loveless, Josie; Luckett, Brian Kenatra;
Luckett, Devin; Lyons, Eugene; Lyons,
Taylor; Mahar, Donald Leo Jr, a/k/a
Mahar, Donald, Jr;, Mangum, Jennie,
a/k/a Mangum, Jennie L., Manley,
Kathy Denise; Marshall, James, a/k/a
Marshall, James D., Marshall, Ner-
leane; Martin, David R.; Martin, John L.;
Martin, Lien K.; Martin, Naomi; Marti-
nez, Artie; Martinez, Kathy, a/k/a Mar-
tinez, Kathy E.; Martinez, Pablo, a/k/a
Martinez, Pablo M, Masters, Rachel
D.; McClenning, Cassie R., a/k/a Cook,
Cassie R.; McCoy, Alvina Vema; Mc-
Coy, Brenda; McCoy, Keenan; McDan-
iel,”Angela L., a/k/a McDaniel, Angela
Lorene; McDaniel, Frank, a/k/a Mc-
Daniel, Frank A.; McDaniel, Joe; Mc-
Ginnis, Calvin; McGuire, Tim L,
McLeod, James Allen; McPherson,
Gary L., McPherson, Lori M., a/k/a
McPherson, Lori; Meachum, Thomas
E.; Medsker, Brian M.; Mendez, Juan
Luis Romero; Meyer, Daniel; Meyer,
Lorissa; Midland Credit Mgmt, Inc.;
Miller, Anthony J.; Mitchell, Jay A,
Mitchell, Sara; Monroe, Anita M.
Moody, Starladena; Moody, Wesley;
Moore, Beverly J., a/k/a Moore, Bever-
ly Jewel; Moore, Deborah L.; Moore,
Gerald R.; Morgan, Pamala S.; Morning
Star Management LLC; Morrison,
Alene; Morrison, Charles M.; Morrison,
Deanna, a/k/a Morrison, Deanna L.
Morrison, Donald; Morrison, Glatha;
Morse, Nick L.; Moseley, Lillie; Mosher,
Virgil D.; Muller, James D.; Murackawa,
Martha Rosa; Murphy, Janice; Nelson,
Kimberly; Nesbitt, Lloyd; Newkirk,
Dyarl; Noland, George; Noland, Mary
L., a’k/a Noland, Mary, f/k/a Laforte,
Mary L.; Noland, Samueel, a/k/a No-
land, Samuel E., a/k/a Noland, Samu-
el; Normal, Carl Rocky; Northern Fi-
nancial Home Mortgage Corp,;
O'Brien, Christin; Ogles 6/, Rose; Ol-
son, M. Arnette, a/k/a Olson, Mary;
O’Neal, Manuel H., a/k/a O'Neal, Man-
uel H. IV; Ornelas, Esperanza; Osborn,
Holly; Osborn, Patrick; PGW Auto
Glass LLC; Pacesetter Corp.; Padron,
Amanda Grace; Page, Tina M.; Palmer,
Clyde; Palmer, Katherine; Parker, Emi-
ly, a/k/a Parker, Emily G.; Parker, Kev-
in, a/k/a Parker, Kevin Lynn, a/k/a
Parker, Kevin L.; Pate, Albert W,; Pat-
rick, James; Pennington, Nancy Leann;
Peoples State Bank; Perry, Garry;
Petch, LaDona; Pettersen, Keith Alan;
Phelps, Susan; Phillips, Angel Lynn
Deanna; Phillips, Melissa L., a)ll(/a
Phillips, Melissa; Phillips, Rachel D.;
Phillips-Hill, Rachel; Pirkey, Jeri Ann;
Porter, Annette; Porter, Tamara; Privitt,
Seth M,; Privitt, Stephanie A.; Purpose
Visions LLC; RCB Bank, Successor in
Interest to Arvest Bank; Ralston, Phyl-
lis, a/k/a Ralston, Phyllis June; Ravel-
lette, Jeffrey; Redman, Michael L.; Re-
ece, Sequoyah R, Riedle, Jason;
Rivera, Gerardo Villanueva; Roberson,
Wilson Charles; Rodgers, Thelma V.;
Roeder, Karla J.,, a/k/a Roeder, Karla;
Roeder, Timothy A., a/k/a Roeder, Tim-
othy; Rogers, Lanita; Rosas, Melquia-
des Aguilar, a/k/a Rosas, Melquiades,
a/k/a Rosas, Melquiades Agular, a/k/a
Aguilar, Melquiades, a/k/a Aguilar,
Mel; Rose, Clarence; Rose, Janis; Ross,
James Carl; Ruark, Brittni N.; Ruckman,
Raymond F.; SEBC Properties LLC;
Sanchez, Angele M. Sanders, Tara;
Sands, Cheryl Cockran; Sands, Tracy;
Santorella, Christopher, a/k/a San-
torella, Christopher P.; Santorella, Lau-
ri; Sayles, Elector F.; Schlotfelt, Nellie
F.; Schlotman, Dennis G.; Schlotman,
Mary E.; Schultheiss, Jered R.; Schul-
theiss, Josie L.; Scott, Kathy; Scott, Pia;
Scott, Shmiah; Seaton, Peggy; Sebby,
Franklin; Sells Living Trust; Sells,
Shane A.; Shafer, Stan, Sr,; Shark City
Treat's LLC; Sharpton, Sara; Shelby,
Keiara L.; Sheldon, Frederic Samuel;
Sheldon, Frederic Samuel Trust dtd
11/7/1986; Sheldon, Frederic Samuel,
Trustee of the Frederic Samuel Shel-
don Trust dtd 11/7/1986; Shobe, Mar-
sha Charlene, a/k/a Strickland, Mar-
sha Charlene; Shufeldt, Karen, a/k/a
Shufeldt, Karen L.; Sicka, Tim; Simon,
David; Singh, Baljinder; Sitsler, A. J,, Jr,,
a/k/a Sitsler, Andrew; Sitsler, Jack
Paul; Sitsler, Patricia Jo; Sitsler, Velta
Jean; Sloan, Julia K,; Sloan, Richard L.;
Sloan, Wayne; Smith, Charlton N.;
Smith, Donna; Smith, Ivan D., a/k/a
Smith, Ivan, a/k/a Smith, Ivan, Jr;
Smith, Jennifer, a/k/a Smith, Jennifer
D.; Smith, Judy K. Smith, Karen L.;
Smith, Kathryn L. Smith, Lewell;
Smith, Ruth A,; Smith, Tricia; Smysor,
Danny G.; Smysor, Shirley E.; Snively,
Joseph W., Trustee, f/b/o The Josep!

W. Snively and Patricia D. Snively Rev.
Trust dtd 6/12/2012; Snively, Patricia
D., Trustee, f/b/o The Joseph W. Sniv-
ely and Patricia D. Snively Rev. Trust
dtd 6/12/2012; Soliday, Carolyn S.; So-
lutions North Bank, Successor in Inter-
est to Condon National Bank; Solu-
tions North Bank; South East Kansas
Property Partners, LLC; Spirgen, Sue;
Sprague, Joseph E.; Starr, Glenn Eric,
a/k/a Starr, Glenn E. a/k/a Starr,
Glenn; YoungWilliams Child Support
Services, Sarah Reed, DCF Contract
Atty; State of Kansas, DCF; State of
Kansas, Dept. of Health & Environ-
ment; State of Kansas, Dept. of Labor;
State of Kansas, Dept of Revenue;
Kansas Estate Recovery Contractor of
HMS, Designee of Kansas Dept. of
Health & Environment; Stebbins, Julie
A, Stebbins, Roger; Steers, Kristy
Lynne; Stewart, Mary Ann; Stice,
James W, Stine, Mary, a/k/a Stine
Mary E. Stokesberry, David Ray;
Stokesberry, Georgia E., a/k/a Stokes-
berry, Earlene, a/k/a Stokesberry,
Georgia Earlene; Stotts, Pamela L,
Strickland, Billy J., a/k/a Strickland,
Billy Joe; Strickland, Damon; Strick-
land, Latifa; Strickland, Tom; Stuckey,
Denise; Stuckey, Dennis; Stuckey,
Ronald L.; Sullivan, C. Charles; Sulli-
van, Julie Kay, a/k/a Sullivan, Julie;
Tally, Greg; Tanner, Steve, a/k/a Tan-
ner, Steve E.; Tanner, Tonya, a/k/a Tan-
ner, Tonya J,; Tarbell, Neil; Taylor, Jim
C., Sr, Taylor, John W. Il, a/k/a Taylor,
John Wayne Il, a/k/a Taylor, John II;
Taylor, Mary E.; Taylor, Tiffany, a/k/a
Taylor, Tiffany Dawn; Tesh, Carl W,
Therrien, Scott, a/k/a Therrien, Scott
G.; Thomas, Laquinta; Thomas, Mary;
Thompkins, Khanetra; Thompson,
Debrah B., a/k/a Thompson, Debra,
a/k/a Thompson, Debrah; Thompson,
Thurman M.; Thornbrugh, Cassandra;
Tilley, Manda R.; Tilley, Tamla R.; Tim-
mins, Richard B.; Tindell, Bobbie; Titus,
Brady; Trask, Wayne Alan; Trollope,
Jonathan William; True, Amber R.; Tutt,
Dorita; Tuttle, Charles W, Jr,; U.S. Bank
NA, as Indentured Trustee for Spring-
leaf Mortgage Loan Trust 2013-2; Rural
Housing Service, c/o Centralized Ser-
vicing Center, US Dept. of Agriculture;
US Dept. of Agriculture, Washington,
D.C.; USA, Dept of HUD, Washington,
DC; US AG's Office, Topeka, KS, Attn:
Financial Litigation Unit; Universal
Credit Union; Vance, Shelly Rae; Van-
dyne, Carol A.; Vandyne, Stanley M.,
a/k/a Vandyne, Stanley W.; Vernon,
Darryle L, a/k/a Vernon, Darryle L., Sr,;
Villanueva, Maritza; Wade, Terry; Walk-
er, Emma; Waller, Vickie Lynn; Waller,
Vickie Lynn Rev Trust; Washington
Mutual Finance LLC; Washington,
Zachary; Watson, Lillian B, a/k/a Wat-
son, Lillie B,; Watson, James, Jr, Wat-

son, Ronnie E.; Watts, Mary J.; Weath-
ers, David L.; Webb, Sarah A.; Webber,
Ashley; Webber, Charles D.; Wein-
traub, Corey, a/k/a Weintraub, Corey
S.; Wells Investment Group, Inc.; West,
Millisa; White, Haylie D.;Whiteowl,
Nagi; Wilfong, Danny; Williams, Bren-
da J; Williams, Penny J.; Williams,
Rusty; Williams, Terrell; Wilson, Chad
A.; Wilson, David A.; Wilson, Douglas
A.; Wilson, John; Wilson, Karie E.; Wil-
son, Shanna; Wilson, Todd F.; Windsor,
Devin, a/k/a Windsor, Devin D.; Wind-
sor, Valerie J,, a/k/a Ross, Valerie J,;
Wittner, Leo Grant; Wood, Johna;
Wood, Merle Wayne; Wood, Randy D.;
Wood, Sonnie; Woods Lumber of Inde-
endence Ks Inc,, d/b/a Woods Lum-
er; Wynn, Kenneth; Yadon, Emily,
a/k/a Yadon, Emily J.; Young, Anna
Dene; Young, Edward Eugene; Zim-
mer, Kathryn M, a/k/a Zimmer, Kath-
ryn Marie; Zimmer, Timothy Ray; John
and/or Jane Doe; if living, together
with the unknown heirs, executors, ad-
ministrators, personal representatives,
devisees, trustees, creditors, assigns,
and grantee beneficiaries under trans-
fer-on-death instruments of such of
the defendants as may be deceased;
the unknown spouses of any defen-
dants; the unknown officers, succes-
sors, trustees, creditors, and assigns of
such defendants as are existing, dis-
solved, or dormant corporations; the
unknown executors, administrators,
devisees, trustees, creditors, succes-
sors and assigns of any defendants
who are or were partners or in partner-
ship; the unknown guardians, conser-
vators, and trustees of any defendants
who are minors or are in"anywise un-
der legal disability; and all other per-
sons who are or may be concerned:
You are hereby notified that a Petition
has been filed in the District Court
of Montgomery County, Kansas, Sit-
ting at Coffeyville, by Board of Coun-
tc):/ Commissioners ~of Montgomery
ounty, Kansas vs, Parcel 1, Key No.
ACO002535A6, et al, Case No. MGC-
2026-CV-22, praying for judicial fore-
closure and sale of real property upon
which there are unpaid delinquent real
estate taxes in and to the properties
described in Plaintiff's Petition, and for
such other and further relief as Plain-
tiff may be entitled to in either law or

equi}jy.
The Petition will be heard by the Court
on August 26, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. in the
District Courtroom, 3rd Floor, City Hall
building, 7th & Walnut, Coffeyville,
Kansas, or as soon thereafter as the
Court may hear the same. Should you
fail to plead or appear at such hearing,
judgment and decree will be entered
upon said Petition.
BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF
MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
KANSAS,
PLAINTIFF
HALL, LEVY, DEVORE, BELL,
OTT & KRITZ, PA.
815 Union, P. O. Box 9
Coffeyville, KS 67337
(620) 251-1300
Attorneys for Plaintiff
July 11,18, 29, 2026

Helpful Tips

Keep your baby
sun-safe
Spending time outdoors is a sum-
mertime tradition for people of all
ages.

Parents of infants may be ex-
tra excited to get outdoors this
summer. Chances to get out and
about don't come around very
often for parents of infants, and
those chances may be even more
rare as social distancing guide-
lines remain in place. But before
parents rush out the door to soak
up some summer sun, it's impera-
tive that they take steps to pro-
tect their tiny tots from UV rays.

- Avoid exposing infants to the
sun. The Skin Cancer Foundation
notes that infants’ skin is espe-
cially sensitive to the sun, so the
organization advises parents to
shield children six months and
younger from the sun rather than
using sunscreen. Instead of ap-
plying sunscreen to their infants,
parents should keep them out of
the sun entirely. Seek shade be-
tween 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., when
the sun’'s rays are especially in-
tense. When taking infants out
in their strollers, make sure they
are shaded at all times and avoid
walking on the sunny side of the
street.

- Dress babies for the sun. The
SCF advises parents to dress
their babies in brimmed hats
and lightweight clothing that
fully covers their arms and legs.
Dressing babies for the sun may
seem like common sense, but the
SCF notes that researchers at the
University of Miami found that
only 43 percent of parents con-
sistently cover their babies with
hats, and even fewer (40 percent)
cover babies with long-sleeved
shirts and pants when going out
in the sun.

Consider sunglasses. Sun-
glasses are another way parents
can protect their children from
the sun's harmful ultraviolet rays.
Sunglasses can be an alterna-
tive for parents whose infants
keep taking off their hats, as
many baby-sized sunglasses are
equipped with elastic straps to
keep the glasses on. Sunglasses
may be vital because the mela-
nin in infants’ eyes is still form-
ing, and that development can be
adversely affected if infants’ eyes
are exposed to UV rays.

Introduce sunscreen at six
months. The SCF advises parents
to begin applying sunscreen to
their infants when their children
reach six months of age. Choose
a broad-spectrum, water-resis-
tant sunscreen with a minimum
sun protection factor (SPF) of 15.
The SCF notes that sunscreens
that contain zinc oxide and tita-
nium dioxide are good choices
because these physical filters do
not rely on absorption of chemi-
cals and are therefore less likely
to cause a skin reaction. The SCF
also ad- vises testing the sun-
screen on your baby's wrist be-
fore applying it all over the body.
This can indicate if the product ir-
ritates the child’s skin and needs
to be replaced, or if it's safe to
use.

In the rush to get outside, par-
ents should make sure they don't
forget to take every step neces-
sary to protect their infants from
UV exposure.



