2A |

THE WICHITA EAGLE

Trump appoints
Bill Pulte as acting
intelligence director

BY JACOB BOGAGE
Reuters

U.S. President Donald
Trump appointed federal
housing regulator Bill
Pulte as acting director of
national intelligence on
Tuesday, elevating a polit-
ical loyalist without na-
tional security experience
to lead the country’s
sprawling intelligence
community.

In a social media post,
Trump said Pulte, 38,
would remain director of
Federal Housing Finance

Agency and the chair of
federally supported mort-
gage-backers Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac.

“William has deep expe-
rience managing the most
sensitive matters in Amer-
ica, the safety and sound-
ness of the Markets, and
over 10 Trillion Dollars at
Fannie Mae/Freddie Mac,
a substantial increase
from where it was just 12
months ago,” Trump
wrote on his Truth Social
platform.

Tulsi Gabbard, Trump’s
first director of national
intelligence, announced

plans to leave the post in
May. Reuters reported she
was forced from the role
over friction with the
White House. Gabbard
said she resigned due to
her husband’s recent can-
cer diagnosis.

The U.S. intelligence
community is composed
of 18 agencies, including
the CIA and National
Security Agency, tasked
with gathering data and
information security
threats both domestically
and globally. The depart-
ment has taken on in-
creased importance in
recent months due to
Trump’s war on Iran,
recent attempted attacks
on the president and fed-
eral officials, and a raft of
brewing military engage-
ments in South America.
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A voter casts an electronic ballot on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2025, at Johnson
County Arts and Heritage Center in Overland Park.
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PRIMARIES

Wichita school board
member Joy Eakins, aban-
doned her own bid to sign
on as Johnson County
entrepreneur Philip Sar-
necki’s running mate.

Masterson also filed on
Monday alongside his
newly minted lieutenant
governor pick, Sen. Jeff
Klemp of Lansing. In brief
remarks to reporters, Mas-
terson said the president’s
backing gave him “the
luxury of choosing the
best man for the job” in
Klemp.

“The Trump endorse-
ment was the ticket,”
Masterson said. “I didn’t
have to have a pick whose
gender or demographic or
political — I could actually
pick the guy who was the
right man for the job.”

In his own remarks,
Sarnecki touted his and
Eakins’ private-sector
experience and derided
Masterson’s track record
as that of a career polit-
ician.

“Ty Masterson and the
folks leading our Senate —
leading, if you want to use
that term — and House
here in the state, they
have promised the people
of the state of Kansas
property tax relief for
three straight years and
we have got absolutely
nothing,” Sarnecki said.

Two other Republican
statewide officeholders —
Insurance Commissioner
Vicki Schmidt and Secre-
tary of State Scott Schwab
— are also competing for
the nomination. Schmidt’s
lieutenant governor pick is
Joe Newland, a former
president of the Kansas
Farm Bureau, and
Schwab’s running mate is
Rep. Ken Rahjes of Agra.

Other Republican candi-

dates include former John-
son County Commissioner
Charlotte O’Hara, who’s
running alongside state
school board member
Michelle Dombrosky, and
Wichita entrepreneur
Stacy Rogers, whose lieu-
tenant governor pick is
former Leavenworth
County Commissioner
Michael Smith.

Rounding out the GOP
primary field is Nick Rein-
ecker, a former candidate
for Inman City Council,
who filed on Monday with
his wife, Katy Reinecker,
as his running mate.

DEMOCRATIC
GUBERNATORIAL
PRIMARY

On the Democratic side,
Corson, Kelly’s chosen
successor, named Salina
Area Chamber of Com-
merce President Renee
Duxler as his choice for
lieutenant governor.
Holscher teamed up with
Rep. KC Ohaebosim of
Wichita.

Jennifer McKenney, a
physician from Fredonia,
filed to run for lieutenant
governor alongside Skoog
on Monday. In remarks to
reporters after filing,
Skoog said he made the
last-minute decision to
join the primary fray be-
cause he didn’t believe
either of the leading Dem-
ocratic candidates was
“getting traction.”

“After studying the race
and talking to lots of peo-
ple across the state, I
thought — we all thought
— that we needed a differ-
ent direction in the race to
beat Ty Masterson,”
Skoog said.

In a sharp rebuke, Kelly
issued a statement follow-
ing his announcement,

characterizing the elev-
enth-hour entrance as
“opportunistic” and “fool-
hardy” without mention-
ing Skoog by name.

The only other Demo-
crat who had campaigned
for the nomination, Law-
rence personal trainer
Marty Tuley, did not offi-
cially file to appear on the
primary ballot.

It has been more than
60 years since Kansas
voters last elected consec-
utive governors of the
same party.

U.S. SENATE RACE

On Monday, the field of
Democratic candidates
vying for an opportunity to
challenge first-term Re-
publican U.S. Sen. Roger
Marshall swelled to 11.

Marshall also drew a
GOP primary challenger —
Pond Naramore of Law-
rence.

Recent Democratic
entrants include Kevin
Latz of Mission Hills, a
physician at Children’s
Mercy Hospital, and Da-
mon Anderson of Shaw-
nee, the founder of a
freight company.

The race was reshaped
in late April when popular
Johnson County mega-
church pastor Adam Ha-
milton launched his cam-
paign as a Democrat after
openly exploring an inde-
pendent bid.

Other candidates in-
clude retired corporate
executive Sandy Spidel
Neumann, real estate
developer Erik Murray,
former Biden USDA offi-
cial Christy Davis, Army
veteran Noah Taylor,
attorney Anne Parelkar,
state Sen. Patrick Schmidt,
former federal prosecutor
Jason Hart and Michael
Soetaert of Wellington.

Kansas voters last elect-
ed a Democrat to the U.S.
Senate in 1932.
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Andover invests in
its Redbud trail as it
looks to become a
certified trail town

BY LINDSAY SMITH
Ismith@wichitaeagle.com

Andover continues to
invest in its Redbud Trail
as it looks towards becom-
ing a certified trail town.

Andover, Augusta and
the Andover Augusta Rail
Trail Initiative were award-
ed a $25,000 grant from
the Sunflower Foundation
and are using it to continue
improving and developing
its 6-mile long Redbud trail
— a part of the larger trail
that runs from Wichita.

“(The grant is) to do a
couple of things,” Jolene
Graham, Andover’s assist-
ant city administrator, told
The Eagle. “One is to do
some real improvements to
the trail itself, looking at
things like . . . better sig-
nage and some lighting, so
that’ll be a noticeable dif-
ference for people.”

The other portion of the
grant is to fund an event
with the other grant recip-
ients, Graham said.

“Our goal is to kind of
be that example for the
rest of the communities . . .
and to invite them to come
and see communities that
have some established . . .
services (on the trails),”
she said.

For example, the Red-
bud trail has restrooms and
rest stops along the trail, as
well as bike servicing ar-
eas. It also has Point Nine
Trailside Eatery, which is a
restaurant tailored to serv-
ice those on the trail.

“The Redbud Trail al-
ready draws hundreds of
users a month, you know,
not just our own residents,
but cyclists from the Wich-
ita area that regularly ride
this trail, and I think, too . .
. it’s about putting Andover
on the map as a trail desti-
nation,” Graham said.

The Sunflower Founda-
tion is a healthcare founda-
tion with “the mission to
serve as a catalyst for im-
proving the health of Kan-
sans,” a news release from
Andover reads.

The grant was part of the
Sunflower Foundation’s
Paving the Way - From

JAIME GREEN The Wichita Eagle

The Redbud Trail looking west near Andover Road. A
$25,000 Sunflower Foundation grant will be used for

signs, lighting and more.

Blazing Trails to Building
Community initiative,
which is specifically for
expanding and strength-
ening trail connectivity
between communities, the
press release said.

There are three tiers of
grants depending on how
advanced and developed
the trails are. Andover
applied for the top tier one
due to Redbud trail’s ad-
vancement, which led
them to winning the
$25,000 grant. This will
help them become a certi-
fied trail town, Graham
said.

“We really were looking
at being able to be labeled
and to be certified as a trail
town because we have an
established trail that we’ve
really worked hard to de-
velop and to promote,” she
said. “That is really kind of
the cool thing about the
trail town program is this
intersection between recre-
ation and economic devel-
opment, and how that ties
to the trail.”

ON ITS WAY TO
BECOMING A TRAIL
TOWN

When cities receive
these grants, they are off-
ered the opportunity to join
a learning series geared
toward their trail’s devel-
opment. Once Andover
completes this learning
series, they will officially
be a certified trail town.

This is Trail Town pro-
gram is new to the state of
Kansas, with this being the

first opportunity for Kansas
towns to participate.

“The Trail Town model
is a strategy that embraces
trails as community devel-
opment resources and
economic drivers,” Megan
Schapaugh, Andover’s
public information officer,
told The Eagle.

Graham said Andover is
figuring it out as they go.

“We are required to
attend classes, and we’ll be
doing this with the other
communities who are the
grant recipients, and it’s
kind of like this, a cohort
model of learning, where
everyone is working to-
wards the certification
together,” she said.

Overall, Graham said
that she does not see the
growth of Redbud stop-
ping.

“One of the most excit-
ing developments is the
idea that a private entity
(Point Nine Eatery) wanted
to come in and really be a
part of the trail in a way
that was catering specifi-
cally to bring in people to
come and eat at the restau-
rant and to stay in Andover
and spend money in An-
dover,” Graham said. “I
really do see more of that
type of development com-
ing down the line.”

Andover’s portion of the
Redbud Trail begins at
159th Street East, which is
about 1 mile west of An-
dover, and ends 4 miles
east of Andover at High-
way 54. The full trail is just
short of 16 miles.
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SCHOOL BOND

would go to traffic flow
and HVAC improvements
at specific schools.

The second question
includes nearly $208 mil-
lion for improvements at
several of the district’s
career readiness spaces, as
well as the rebuilding of
Coleman Middle School
and Adams Elementary.
Several million would be
allocated toward turning
OK Elementary into an
early childhood center and
repurposing Horace Mann
K-8 Dual Language Mag-
net to use for Irving Ele-
mentary.

Several items in the new
proposal were also in-
cluded in last year’s $450
million proposal, which
failed by 319 votes.

The $165 million in-
crease in the cost of the
second proposal, Superin-
tendent Kelly Bielefeld

previously said, is caused
in part by increased build-
ing and material costs and
inflation.

Luis Rodriguez, the
chair of a newly formed
committee that supports
the passage of both bond
issue questions, said that
the price increase doesn’t
make the bond less worthy
of pursuing.

“My hope is our com-
mittee can do a better job
of showing the high trust
that we should have in this
administration and our
district, the high trust we
have in this board,” Rodri-
guez said. “We are a dif-
ferent set of people. We
can do this, and the right
attitude is to say yes.”

Katie Grover and her
daughter Lillian, a current
Wichita Public Schools
student, both spoke in
support of the bond issue

during the meeting’s pub-
lic forum, urging board
members to put the bond
issue on the November
ballot.

“At its heart, this bond
issue is not about build-
ings: It’s about opportuni-
ties,” she said. “Many of
those sitting here tonight
benefited from the class-
rooms, gyms, auditoriums,
libraries and career train-
ing spaces that existed
because someone before
us said yes. Now it’s our
turn.”

Additional information
about the bond proposal
can be found on the dis-
trict website.
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