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Activity Schedule

VISIT OCPR ONLINE 
www.osagecity.com or on Facebook

Click City Departments, then Parks & Recreation.
Program information, printable sign-up forms, 

schedules and more!

Corey Linton • (785) 528-4610
REC@OSagECITy.COm

SMOKE IN THE SPRING
April 10-11, 2026

Jones Park, Osage City, KS

Like our Smoke in the Spring
Facebook Page!!

Puzzle on Page 10

  1. Cut quickly
  5. A way to state clearly
 11. River in NE Scotland
 14. Expansive
 15. Lacking social polish
 16. Amount of time
 17. Frame
 19. Automobile
 20. Toadstools
 21. High school dances
 22. Utilize
 23. Experimented with
 25. One-sided
 27. Acquisitive
 31. Potted plants
 34. Everyone has one
 35. Kalahari Desert lake
 38. Unidentified flying object
 39. People 65 and over

 41. Small amount
 42. Daughter of Acrisius
 44. Ornamental box
 45. Government agents
 46. Uncertain
 49. A cotton fabric with a satiny finish
 51. Treeless plains
 55. One’s sense of self-importance
 56. Consumer advocate
 60. Type of lounger
 61. Body part
 62. Can be persuaded
 64. Woman (French)
 65. Ready and willing to be taught
 66. Arab ruler title
 67. Unhappy
 68. Gradually went away
 69. Able to think clearly

  1. Brushed
  2. Small water spirit (Germ.)
  3. Heroes
  4. Monetary units
  5. Some don’t want to share theirs
  6. Free-swimming invertebrate
  7. Litigates
  8. Outer
  9. Parallelograms
 10. Uneasy feelings
 11. Cross
 12. A way to remove
 13. Pages can be dog-__
 18. Ukrainian city
 24. A citizen of Denmark
 26. Month
 28. Hindu queens
 29. Group of chemicals
 30. Rider of Rohan
 31. Wet dirt

 32. Southwestern Russia city
 33. Observed
 36. Angry
 37. Drivers’ licenses
 39. Musical composition
 40. Auction
 43. They __
 45. Women
 47. Be filled with love for
 48. Thick-soled sock
 49. Appears
 50. Old World lizard
 52. The leading performer
 53. Protein
 54. “Gunga Din” script writer
 57. Art __, around 1920
 58. __ Blyton, children’s author
 59. Abnormal breathing
 63. A place to rest

Flint Hills Optimist Club 
announces rosters for all-star games
The Flint Hills Optimist Club has 

announced the rosters for the 2026 
Flint Hills Optimist Club Area High 
School All-Star basketball games, 
with several players from Osage 
County schools earning selections 
to the annual event.

Among those selected for the 
girls’ all-star game are representa-
tives from Osage City, Burlingame, 
Marais des Cygnes Valley (MdCV) 
and Lyndon.

Playing for the Red team will be 
Osage City’s Emory Speece, MdCV’s 
Akyra Traver, and Burlingame’s 
McKenna McFarlane. Named to 
the Blue team are Lyndon’s Allie 
Kneisler, Osage City’s Jewelia Kit-
selman, and MdCV’s Gracen Stahl.

In the boys’ all-star game, Lyn-
don’s James Marcotte was selected 
to the Red team, while Osage City’s 
Dylan Theel and Burlingame’s 
Drake Skirvin will compete for the 
Blue team.

The 2026 Flint Hills Optimist 
Club Area High School All-Star 
basketball games will be held 
Saturday, March 28, at W. L. White 

Auditorium in downtown Empo-
ria. The girls’ game will tip off at 
6 p.m., and the boys’ game will 
follow. There is an admission fee, 
with gates opening at 4:45 p.m.

2026 Flint Hills Optimist Club 
Area High School All-Star Rosters

Girls’ Red Team
Player	 School
Harley Smith	 Emporia
Emory Speece	 Osage City
Akyra Traver	 MdCV
Madelyn Wilson	 Chase County
Allison Konrade	 Lebo
Caylin Luthi	 Madison
Britta Mongeau	 Eureka
Kayla Steinke	 Olpe
Briauhna Pierce	 No. Heights
McKenna McFarlane	 Burlingame

Girls’ Blue Team
Kinsley Hines	 Emporia
Allie Kneisler	 Lyndon
Lilly Skalsky	 Olpe
Gracen Stahl	 MdCV
Ally Peek	 Lebo
Hannah Perrier	 Eureka

Jewelia Kitselman	 Osage City
Madisyn Kraus	 Mission Valley
Hattie Burgio	 Burlington
Reese Michaelis 	 Wabaunsee

Boys’ Red Team
Ian Deters	 Mission Valley
Carter Falk	 Wabaunsee
Kelton Bish	 No. Heights
Keenan Renfrow	 Hartford
James Marcotte 	 Lyndon
Ko’Rel Robinson	 Olpe
Octavian Dean	 Madison
Guthrie Danford	 Chase County
Maddox Shively 	 Emporia
Rylan Crowell	 Emporia

Boys’ Blue Team
Ezekiel Dowd	 West Franklin
Maddux Cheever	 Burlington
Brayden Lienemann	 Olpe
Cole Frank	 Wabaunsee
Wyatt Griffin	 Chase County
Drake Skirvin	 Burlingame
Blaise French	 Council Grove
Dylan Theel	 Osage City
Chase Herrington	 Emporia
Tanner Seidl	 Emporia

Area wrestlers 
set for regional 

tournaments Saturday
Area high school boys’ 

wrestling teams will com-
pete in regional tourna-
ments Saturday, Feb. 21, 
with state tournament 
berths on the line.

Burlingame and Osage 
City teams will compete 
in the Class 3-1A Region-
al Tournament at Ross-
ville High School. Wres-
tlers advancing from 
regionals will qualify 
for the Class 3-1A State 
Wrestling Champion-
ships, scheduled for Feb. 
27-28 at Fort Hays State 
University in Hays.

Santa Fe Trail will 
compete in the Class 4A 

Regional Tournament at 
Holton High School on 
Feb. 21. Qualifiers from 
the regional tourna-
ment will advance to the 
Class 4A State Wrestling 
Championships, which 
will be held Feb. 27-28 
at Tony’s Pizza Events 
Center in Salina.

Regional tournaments 
determine individual 
state qualifiers, with 
wrestlers competing in 
their respective weight 
classes for a chance 
to advance to the final 
weekend of the Kansas 
high school wrestling 
season.

USD 434
Continued from 1

opponent of closing the 
Scranton school,” Thomp-
son said. “We lack a clear, 
defined, long-term vision 
when we risk losing 
one community behind 
(Scranton). I suggest we 
reconsider our options 
and retain the resources 
we currently have.”

Roger Davis then ap-
proached the podium 
and quoted enrollment 
statistics and the pos-
sible loss of enrollment 
if the school was closed. 
He went on to suggest 
that the closure of the 
Scranton facility would 
alienate the community 
from other towns in the 
district. “We pay taxes, 
too,” Davis said. “We 
should have a say in 
what the school district 
does when it comes to 
the loss of opportunity 
for the families of our 
community. Schools, in 
general, are the lifeblood 
of a community, and this 
would be a devastating 
blow to Scranton. I would 
also like to point out that 
this building is not yet 
paid off. We (the patrons 
of the district and the 
residents of Scranton) 
still have another year to 
pay the loans taken out 
to build and maintain this 
facility. Closing the Scran-
ton Attendance Center 
makes no sense to me.”

More speakers, in op-
position to the school clo-
sure, approached the po-
dium and addressed the 
board. These latter speak-
ers highlighted the social 
and personal oppressions 
that would result if the 
attendance center was to 
shut its doors. It became 
obvious that most of the 
people at the public hear-
ing adamantly opposed 
the closing of the school, 
as no member of the gal-
lery spoke in favor of the 
proposed closing.

“I believe I have a 
great administration 

and an equally great 
school board,” District 
Superintendent Faith 
Flory said when asked by 
members of the audience 
for a reply to the pub-
lic comments posed by 
the community speak-
ers. “I will lean on them, 
and likewise trust their 
judgement and assistance 
when making decisions 
for the future of our 
district.”

“We are not going to 
vote on this right now,” 
Black said, when asked if 
there would be an imme-
diate vote on the fate of 
the Scranton Attendance 
Center. “It is an agenda 
item on the regular 
school board meeting to 
be held after the closure 
of this public hearing, 
and we will address the 
possibility of a vote dur-
ing the regular meeting.”

Several comments 
ensued in rebuttal of 
Black’s statement about 
the possibility of a vote 
so soon after receiving 
the insight of the public 
during the hearing. Such 
comments begged to 
withhold a definitive vote 
in lieu of further research 
and community consider-
ations.

“I assure you there has 
been a ton of research 
done on this issue,” 
board member Kylie 
Hastings said, when it 
was insinuated that deci-
sions to close the school 
had been made in haste.

The last member of 
the audience to formally 
speak to the board was 
Scranton Mayor Brian 
Lester. Unfortunately, he 
did not speak from the 
podium, and his com-
ments were muted by 
poor acoustics. In gen-
eral, he insisted that the 
Scranton City Council had 
remained uninformed 
about the specifics of the 
proposed closure of the 
attendance center.

During the regular 
meeting, District Clerk 
Amy Hill said, “The 
Masonic Lodge of Carbon-
dale generously donated 

$3,000 to USD 434.” The 
gift was spread evenly 
through the district at-
tendance centers housing 
grades K-12. Hill did not 
expound on the expected 
usage of the gifted allot-
ment.

The meeting moved 
forward with district 
principals from all four 
attendance centers 
regaling the members of 
the board with notable 
happenings within their 
respective schools. Each 
principal identified stu-
dents within their facili-
ties anointed as “Charger 
of the Month,” which 
are given to deserving 
students in recognition 
of their positive character 
and overall school spirit. 
These honorable appoint-
ments can be found on 
the district website.

“I do want to point out 
that community involve-
ment within the high 
school has most certainly 
been on the rise,” Santa 
Fe Trail Principal Kyle 

Ellis said. “I am very 
pleased, and I want to 
thank everyone involved 
with the public support 
we have been witness-
ing during these winter 
months.”

 A final executive ses-
sion was requested and 
granted. The session was 
called to discuss indi-
vidual student matters, 
which are reasonably 
not allocated for public 
discussion.

Submitted
Osage City senior Levi Punches, left, placed first in squat and third over-
all in the 181lb weight class at the Lansing Powerlifting Meet Feb. 7. 
Sophomore Liam Vaughn, right, finished first in squat, second in bench, 
third in clean, and second overall in the 220lb. weight class at the West 
Franklin Powerlifting Meet Saturday.

Osage City Powerlifting


